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This lyttell boke declareth dyuers 
cauſes / vohcrby diuiſion hathe ryſen be⸗ 
twene the ſpiritualtie and tempoꝛaltie: 
and partly ſhevvcth,howe they maye be 
bꝛought to a vnite. And if they that may 
do moſt good towarde the ſayde vnite / 
wyll take the articles of this tretyſe / as 
Iytel tytlynges to bꝛyng ſome weightier 
thynges to theyꝛ mynde concernyng the 
ſamc, and thanne by theyꝛ wyſedomes 
voyll adde them herevnto / and(as they 
ſhall thynke neceſſarye) to ſee them all 
put in due cxccution: J thynke ye- 
ryly-that in ſhoꝛte tyme they 
ſhall bzyng this matter to 
good effecte / to the 
honoure of 
god / ⁊ 
0: - 
the comon voclth and quict- 
nes of all the kynges 
ſubicctes, 


N 


Nee. 


A TRETISE. "I 
¶ Dyuers articles / vohiche have bene a 
ſpeciall cauſe of t he diuiſion that 
is betvoyrte the ſpiritualtie 
and the tempoꝛaltie 
in this realme. 
The fyꝛſte Lhapiter. 


Pho maye remembꝛe the 

late of this realme nowe 
n theſe daycs / withoute 
cos great heuyncs and ſoꝛowo 

== doof herte? Fo: there as in 
ty mes palte 24th reygned charite, meke- 
nes, concoꝛde, and peace, reygneth now 
enuye, pꝛyde / diuiſion, and ſtryfe : and 
that nat onely betwene laye menne and 
laye menne, but alſo betwene religyous 
and relygious , and betwene pꝛeeſtes 
and relygious, and that is yet moꝛe to 
be lamented, alſo betwene pꝛeeſtes and 
pꝛeeſtes. Mhiche diuiſion hathe bene ſo 
vniuerſall, that it hath bene a great vn- 
quietnes and a great bꝛeache of charitie 
though all the realme: and parte of it 
hath ryſen by reaſon of a great ſingula- 
rite, that religious perſons and pueſtes 
haue hadde to they? ſtate of lyuynge / 
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| wherby many of them haue thoughte 


they: ſtate moſt perfite befoꝛe all other. 
And ſome of them haue therby exalted 
them ſelfe in they2 owe ſyght ſo hygh, 
that they haue ryſen into ſuche 9 ghoſtly 
pꝛyde, that they haue in maner diſdgy- 
ned and diſpiſed other, that haue not 
lyued in ſuche perfection, as they thynke 
they do. And of this hathe folowed, 
that ſomme of them haue hadde vnſyt- 
tynge woꝛdes of the other callyng them - 
flatterers, difſimulers , and hipocrites : 
And they haue called the other agayne 
pꝛoude perſons, couetous , vayne gloꝛy- 
ous / and louers of woꝛldely delytes, 


and ſuche other. 


C And an other parte of this diuyſion 

hath ryſen by dyuerſities of opinions, 
that haue ben vpon the auctoꝛities / po- 
wers, and iuriſdiction of ſpirituall men 
amonge them ſelfe. And vpon theſe dy- 
uyſions ſome laye men haue in tyme paſt 
fauoꝛed the one parte, and ↄme the 0s 
ther: wherby the people haue greatly 
be inquyeted. But I wote not fully by 
what occaſion it is, that nowe of late 
the great multitude of all the laye peo- 
ple 


A TRETISE. x 
ple haue founde defaulte / as well at pꝛe⸗ 
ſtes as relygious , ſo ferfourthe that hit 
is nowe in maner noted though all the 
realme / that there is a great diuiſion be- 
twene the ſpiritualtie and the tempo- 
raltie. And verily it is great pytie / that 
ſuche a noyſe ſhuld ſpꝛynge and goo a- 
bꝛode. And ſome alledge dyuers cauſes 
why hit is ſo noyſed. Fyꝛſte they ſaye, 
that neyther pꝛeeſtes noꝛ relygious kepe 
the perfection of theyꝛ oꝛder to the ho- 
noure of god and good example of the 
people, as they ſhuld do: but that ſome 
of them p2ocure they: ovone gonour/and 
call it the honour of god, and rather co- 
uet to haue rule ouer the people than to 
pꝛofyte the people. And that ſome couet 
their bodyly caſe and woꝛldely welthe / 
in meate and d2ynke , and ſuche other / 
moꝛe than commenly any tempoꝛal man 
dothe. And that ſome ſerue God foz a 
woꝛldly laude, and to be magnified ther 
foꝛe / mote than foꝛ the pure loue of god. 
And ſomme lay men ſaye farther / that 
though religious men haue varied with 
religious / and that ſome pꝛeſtes haue va 
ried alſo with religious in ſome pointes 

| A 3 con- 
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concernynge the pꝛecmynence of they? 
perfection, as is ſayd befoꝛe: that yet in 
uche thynges as pertayne to the mayn- 


tenaunce of the woꝛldly honour of the 


churche and of ſpirituall men / vohiche 
they call the honour of god, and in ſuche 
thynges as pertayn to the encrece of the 
ryches of ſpirituall men / religious 02 ſe- 
culcr, they ſay they agree all in one. And 
therfoꝛe they ſay, that all ſpirituall men / 
as to the multitude, be moꝛe diligent to 
cnduce the people to ſuche thyngcs, as 
ſhall bꝛynge richcs to the churche, as to 


gyue money to trentals, and to founde 


chaunterycs and obites, and to obteyne 
pardons, and to go vpon pylgremages / 
and ſuche other : than they be to enduce 
them to the payment of theyꝛ dettes, to 
make reſtitutions foꝛ ſuche wꝛonges as 
they haue done, oꝛ to do the werkes of 
mcrcy to theyꝛ neyghbours that be poꝛe 
and nedy / and that ſometyme be alſo in 
ryght extreme neceſſite. 

¶ And ſoꝛ as moche as it is moſte com- 
mcnly ſene / that amonge a great multi- 
tude there be many, that woꝛke rather 
vppon wyll than vpon reaſon, And that 
though 
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though they haue good zele / yet many 
tymes they lacke good oꝛdre and diſcre- 
tion, witiche is the mother of all vertue. 
Therſoꝛe ſome perſons, thynkynge that - 
woꝛldely honoure and rycheſſe lettetge 
greatly deuocion, ſo moche that as they 
thynke / they canne nat ſtande to gyther- 
haue holden opinion, that it is not lau- 
full to the churche to haue any poſſeſſi- 
ons. And ſome takynge a mote mcane 
waye therin / haue ſayde / that (as they 
thynke ) it is laufull and alſo expedient, 
that the churche haue poſſeſſionsꝰ: but 
they thynke / that the greatte haboun- 
dancc / that is in the churche / doth great 
hurte / and induceth in many of them /a 
loue to woꝛldely thynges, and lettethe 
and in maner ftrangleth the loue of god. 
And therfoꝛe they thynke, that it were 
good to take awaye that is to moche , 
and to leue that is ſufficient . And ſome 
alſo / as of a policie to pulle ryches fro 
the churche , haue inveyed ageynſte all 
ſuche thynges as bꝛynge ryches to the 
churche. And bicauſe great riches haue 
comme to the churche foꝛ pꝛayenge foz 
ſoules in purgatoꝛie, aue by wooꝛdes 
| A + aſſir⸗ 
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affirmed / that there is no purgatoꝛie: 
And that grauntynge of pardons riſeth 
of couetyſe of the churche / and pꝛofy⸗ 
teth not the people / and that pylgremge 
ges be of no eſſecte / and that the chur- 
che may make no lawoes / and ſuch other 
thynges / as foundynge of chaunteris , 
making of bꝛotherhedes/and many mo. 
Mherin they ſhewoe outwardly to ryſe 
agaynſt al the thynges befoze reherſed, 
and to diſpyſe them, and yet they knovo 
and beleue in they: hartes, that all theſe 
thyrges be of them ſelfe right good and 
pꝛofytable / as they be in dede: if they 
yere oꝛdered as they ſhulde be. And 
ſomme perſones there be/that th:oughe 
grace fynde defaute onely at the abuſion 
and myſſe oꝛder of ſuche thynges / and 
ſpeke nothynge ayenſt the thynges ſelfe / 
neyther of purgatoꝛie, pylgremages / ſet- 
tynge vppe of ymages, oꝛ ſuche other. 
Fo: they knowe woell, they be oꝛdeyned 
of god, and that the myſoꝛder ryſethe 
onely of man ſoꝛ couetyſe, ſingularite, oꝛ 
ſome other ſuche lyke defaulte, through 
perſwaſion and diſceyte of the gooſtely 
cnemye . And thoughe ſome men haue 
myſta⸗ 
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myſtaken them ſelfe in the ſayd articles, 
yet dyuers other ꝑaue ſayd-that if they 
had ben well and charitably handeled / 
they myghte haue benne refourmed / 
and pargduenture ſaued in body and in 
ſoule. 5 

¶ And vpon al thcſe matters there is ry 
ſen a great opinion in the people / in ma- 
ner vniuerſally, that in punyſſhyng and 
coꝛreccyons all theſe perſons befoꝛe re- 
herſed ſhuld haue lyke punyſſhment / if 
ſpirituall men myghte haue free lyber - 
tye in that behalfe . And that ſpirituall 
men wolde, if they coulde / as well put 
them to ſilence/that ſpeake ayenſt the a- 
buſion 02 diſoꝛdre of ſuche thynges, as 
be befoꝛe reherſcd,as them that ſpeke a- 
yenſte the thynge ſelfe. And many other 
murmours ⁊̃ grudges beſyde theſe that 
be befoze rcherſed, be amonge the peo- 
ple-mo than I can reherſe novwe:but yet 
aboue all other me thynkcth that hit is 
moſt to be lamented and ſozowed, that 
ſpiritualle men / knowynge theſe grud- 
ges and murmuracions amonge the peo 
ple, and knowynge alſo that many laye 
men haue opinion / that a great occaſion + 
| as therof 
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therof ryſeth by ſpiritual men and that 
they do no moꝛe to appeaſe them, ne to 
oꝛdre them ſelfe in no other maner foꝛ 
the appeaſynge of them than they doo. 
Foꝛ al that they do therin moſte comen- 
ly is this : they take hit, that they that 
fynde defaute at ſuche abuſions and diſ- 
oꝛdre, loue no pꝛeſtes: and therfoze they 
eſteme / that they do of malyce all that 
they do / to diſtroye the churche / and to 
haue theyꝛ goodes and poſſeſſions them 
ſelfe: And therfoꝛe they tꝑynke it a good 
dede to ſe them punyſſhed, ſo that they 
ſhall not be able to bꝛynge they2 malyce 
to effect. And thertoze haue they punyſ⸗- 
ſhed many perſons / which moch people 
hauc iuged them to do ypon wyl and of 
no louc vnto the people. And though ſpi- 
ritual men are boũde in this calc, fo: ap- 
peſing of theſe opinios in the peple,vohi- 
che be ſo daũgerous as well to ſpirituall 
men / as to tempoꝛal men, that many ſou 


les ſtonde in great peryl therby, not ones 


ly to refoꝛme them ſelfe, and to leue and 
auoyde all thynges, that gyue occaſion 
to the pcople / ſo to offende / that may by 
charyte be omytted and lette / but 1 

| | Aſte / 


faſt, pꝛay weare the heare / gyue almes/ 
and to doo other good dedes foꝛ them 
ſelfe and fo2 the people, cryenge conty- 
nually to our loꝛde / that theſe diuiſions 
may ceaſſe / and tat peace and concoꝛde 
may come agaync in to the woꝛlde: yet 
it appereth not that they do ſo, but that 
they rather contynue ſtyll after the olde 
courſe , pꝛetendynge by confederacies 
and wooꝛldely polycies / and ſtreyte coꝛ- 
rections / to rule the people , and that is 
greatly to be lamented / and hit wyll be 
garde foꝛ them to bꝛynge hit ſo aboute. 
But if they wolde a lyttell meken them 
ſelfe / and withdrawe ſuche thynges as 
haue bꝛought the people into this mur- 
moure and grudge: they ſhulde anone 
bꝛynge a ncwe lyghte of grace into the 
woꝛlde, and bꝛynge the people to per- 
fecte loue and obedience to they2 ſupe- 
ryours . And here me thynketh J might 
ſaye farther in one thynge, and that is 
this, that as longe as ſpirituall rulers 
wylleyther pꝛetende / that theyꝛ aucto- 
ritie is ſo hygh / and ſo immediatly deri- 
ved of god / that the people are bounde 
to obeye them / and to accepte all that 


they 
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they do and tegche withoute argumen⸗ 
tes teſiſtence 02 grudgynge ayenſt them, 
oꝛ that they wyll pꝛetende, that no de- 
faulte is in them / but inthe people, and 
wyll yet contynue ſtylle in the ſame ma- 
ner / and after the ſame woꝛldly counte- 
nance / as they do nowe / and haue done 
late tyme paſte: The lyght of grace that 
is ſpoken of befoꝛe, wyll not appere, but 
that bothe partics ſhall walke in this 
darkenes of malyce and duiſion / as they 
haue done in tyme paſte. 


¶ An nother occaſyon of 
this dyuyſion. 
The ſcconde Lhapyter. 


—Diere haue bene made in ty- 
me paſte many good lawes 
by the churche foꝛ the good 
E EFjo:dre of ſpiritualle menne, 
— GY whiche were ryght neceſſa⸗ 
rye to be kepte to this day: vic nowe 
be altered eyther by a lawoe made to the 
contrarye / 02 by ſomme euylle cuſtome 
brought vp and ſuffered ageynſt them. 
And I ſhal bꝛefly recite ſome of them as 
J haue 
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TJ haue founde them voꝛytten by other 
before this tyme. 

C. Fyꝛſte there woas a lawoe made / that 
a man well appꝛoued in his werkes and 
doctrine ſhulde be made a byſſhop, and 
not a chylde ne a carnall man / 02 that is 
vnlerned in ſpirituall thinges. 

C Allo that nothynge ſhulde be gyuen 
in any place foꝛ burialles, confeſſion / gy- 
uynge of oꝛdres / ne foꝛ any of the ſacra- 
mentes, noꝛ foꝛ any pꝛomocion. 

C Alſo that byſſhops and pꝛeſtes ſhuld 
not be atte vayne woꝛldely ſyghtes oꝛ 
pleys, ne delyte in them. 

¶ That it is not laufull foꝛ a byſſhoppe 
oꝛ pꝛeeſte to be abſente on the ſondaye, 
but to be at Maſſes / and that faſtynge. 
¶ That no pꝛeeſt ſhuld eate fleſſhe from 
Quinquageſime to Eſter. 

¶ That pꝛeſtes ſhuld faſte aduent. 

¶ That byſſhoppes and pꝛeeſtes / and 
eſpecially monkes and religyous, ſhall 
ſtudye in heuenly ſcriptures, all lernyn- 
ges and practiſes of litigious thynges 
lefte and ſette aparte. 

¶ That the byſſhop ſhall euery yere go 
aboute his dioces with great * 
an 
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and effcete. | 
¶ That hcuenly ſcriptures be redde at 
the byſſhoppes table. 
¶ That a clcrke fulle of foule woꝛdes 

all be putte fro his offyce. 

That the wages of clerkes ſhall be 
gyuen after they2 merites. 
C That pꝛeſtes ſhall eſchewe feaſtes 
at mariages. 
E That clerkes ſhal com in no tauernes. 
(That a bylſhoppe ſhall haue pooꝛe 
apparelle / lodgynge, and table, and fe- 
dynge foꝛ pooꝛe men. 
¶ That a byſſhoppe ſhall not lyghtely 
ſiryuc foꝛ tranſytoꝛie thynges. 
¶ That clerkes ſhuld rather ſtudie, that 
they: bꝛetherne that vary, be bꝛought to 
peace / than to iudgement. 
¶ Zhat a clerke ſhulde inſtructe cuerye . 
manne with his woꝛdes / and to the en- 
tent that pooꝛe men ſhulde not be gre- 
ued that they ſhulde gette theyꝛ lyuyng 
with ſomme handye crafte / as ſaynte 
Paule dydde. 
C That clerkes ſhall not take vppon 
them the actes 02 pꝛocuracyons of ſecu- 
ler menne. | | | 

Zhat 
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¶ That laye men ſhall not make clerkes 
they2 factoures 02 gouernoures ynder 
them. 

¶ That monkes after the counſaylle of 
Calcidonence / ſhall be holly entendynge 
to faſtynges and prayers in the places 
where they renounced the woꝛlde, and 
that they foꝛſake not they2 monaſteryes 
ſoꝛ no buſynes of the churche ne of the 
woꝛlde. 

¶ That clerkes that cuſtomably be play 
ers at tables 02 hunters ſhalbe pꝛohibyt 
of houſelynge. And ſaynt John Chꝛiſo- 
ſtome vpon Mathkewe the. xxi.chapiter 
ſayth, that as of the temple cometh out 
all goodnes, ſo of the temple all euyl p20 
cedeth. And therfoꝛe hit folovweth, that 
if p2ceſthode be hoole, all the church flo- 
riſſheth : And if it be coꝛrupte, the fayth 
and yertue of the people fadeth alſo and 
falleth away : as if thou ſee a tree that 
hath wethered leues / thou knoweſt ther 
by that there is a defaute in the roote, ſo 
vwhan thou ſeeſt the people lyue oute of 
good oꝛdre/ knowe it foz certayne , that 
they: pꝛeſthode is not hole ne ſounde. 
And thertoꝛe if it were aſ ked / where is 
nowe 
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nowe the deuotion and obedience of the 
inferiours / the defence of knyghtes / the 
peace of Chꝛiſten princis , to the ende 
that they beynge at a concoꝛde / myghte 
reſiſte and ſey ght agaynſt ſiſmatikes and 
infydels, recouerynge ageyne regions, 
vwhiche they haue novoe taken fro chꝛy⸗ 
ſten men / and peruerted them: It myght 
be anſwered that they be gone thꝛough 
bꝛekynge of ſuche lawes. 
¶ Many of theſe ſayenges and dyucrs 
other here omytted / be the ſayenges of 
John Serb chanteller of Paris, ina tre- 
tice that is called in latin Declargtio de- 
fectuum viroꝛum eccleſiaſticoꝛum. In 
vohiche treatyſe he recytetÞ alſo dyuers 
abuſyons, voRerof J ſhall recyte parte 
vndcr the maner of queſtions foꝛ ſho2tes 
nes as he doth, as wel cocernyng other 
countreys as this, that they maye the 
rathcr be knowen and auoyded. 
C Fy it he aſketh this noon, What 
it auayleth / oꝛ what pofiteth the church 
the ſuperfluous pompe of pꝛelates and 
cardinalles . And vohat meaneth hit al⸗ 
ſo, that one man hath foure, fyue, vi. oz 
vii. benefices/ wherof he is not percaſe 
| | woꝛthy 
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wotthy to haue one, voherwoitg.viij.pera 
ſons might be ſuſteyned / that gyue them 
ſelſe to leruyng, pꝛayer /e to the ſeruyce of 
god titre ( Myth he cake hede. Whe⸗ 
ther Roꝛs . ddgges / bytdes, and the fus 
perfludus company of men of the chur- 
che ſhulde ruther eate the patrimonie of 
the churche than the pdoꝛe menne of 
Chꝛꝛiſte /oꝛ tat it be expended in the ſer- 
uice of god , and to the conuerſion of in- 
fidels / oꝛ in ſucꝑe other werkes of mere 
eye and pietie ? O howe many places 
(ſayth he) oꝛdeyned foꝛ the ſeruice of 
god in Rome and elles vohere, be no woe 
though the negligence of pꝛelates veſos 
late ⁊ dyſtroyed ? O howeis it ſayth He/ 
that the ſwerde of holye churche, that. 
is the ſentence of Excommunication / to 
her ovone diſpyte and repꝛoofe is ſoo 
yghtly dꝛawen out: and foꝛ ſo lyttell a 
thynge (as ſome tyme for dette) is ſoo 
eruelly executed vpon pooꝛe men? What 
is it alſo, that one cauſe vpon a ſmalle 
thynge ſhall contynue ſo many yeres ? 
and vohy is not that length of tyme / 
vhiche is the ſpoyler and robber of 
pooꝛe men / in ſome couueniente maner 
xd; bh D cutte 
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tutte away? why is it not rather mer- 
cifully appoynted to the Jewes conuers 
ted / ſomme reaſonable lyuynge of theyz 
ovone goodes rather than by extreme ne- 
ceſſitc to compelle them to foꝛſake the 
faythe agay ne, and to repꝛoue chꝛiſten 
men / that they be cruelle and haue no 
pitie? Judge ye allo (ſayth e) whether 
lo great varietie of ymages and pictures 
be cxpedient / and vohether they doo not 
peruert ſom ſunple perſons to idolatrie? 
C But here itas to be noted, that Johñ 
Ber ſon tyndeth no defaulte in ſettynge 
vp of ymages , foꝛ he commendeth it in 
many places of his werkes / but he fyn⸗ 
deth defaute at the varietie of them in 
theyꝛ peyntynge and garnyſſbyng with 
gol de / ſyluer pꝛecious ſtones and ſuche 
other, with ſo great ryches about them, 
that ſome ſymple perſons myght lyght⸗ 
ly be enduced to beleue ſome ſpecial woꝛ 
kyngc to be in the ymages, that is not in 
them in dedc. And ſo he fyndeth defaute 
at the abuſe of ymages: and not at the 
lettynge vppe of ymages. Diſcuſſe alſo 
(ſayth the ſayd Jhoñ Gerſon ) whether 
to large exempcions as ſomme haue, be 
expe⸗ 
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expedient? and whcther it be pꝛofytable 
ſo to leade them fro they2 oꝛdinaries ? 
Serche alſo ſaythe he, if there be not 
ſome apocrifate wꝛytynges, 02 prayers, 
oꝛ hymnes by pꝛoceſſe of tyme (ſomme 
of purpoſe, ſome by negligence) brought 
vp to the hurte of the faythe ? but than 
he aſ keth: whether all pꝛelates and pꝛe- 
ſtes be gyltie in the articles aboue rehers 
ſed, and he ſayth our loꝛde foꝛbede it. 
Fo: lyke as Helyas / whan he had went 
that all the people of Iſrael hadde bene 
fallen to ydolatrie, herde our loꝛde ſaye / 
IJ haue yet reſerued ſeuen thouſand me, 
that neuer bowed they: knees befoꝛe 
Baale: ryghte ſoit may be ſayde / that 
nowe in theſe dayes our loꝛde hath re- 
ſerued ryghte many good menne bothe 
ſpiritualle and temporalle , that be not 
gyltie in any of the ſayde articles', ne 
yet partie in any maner to the ſayd diui⸗ 
ſyon / vohiche thꝛoughe helpe of grace, 
and with the fauoure of the ſuperiours 
ſhall be ryghte welle able to bꝛynge the 
other to good accoꝛde. | | 
| Tor - An 


¶ An other occaſion of this 
dyuiſion. 
The thy ꝛde Chapiter. 


EEbere be many lawes and 
125 decrees made bi the church 
38 * 


Ee 


© | | 44 vherinit is recited, ꝙ laici 
unt clcricis infeſti/ that is 
2 to ſay, that lay men be cruel 
to clerkes and therfoze the churche hath 
thervpon made dyuers lawes to opꝛeſſe 
that crueltie / as in them appereth. And 
therypon hath folowed;that vohan pꝛe- 
ſtes haue red tho lawes, they haue iuged 
therby / that they2 rulers, haue knowen 
ſome great crueltie in laye men agaynſte 
clerkes. Foꝛelles they wolde not haue 
put tho woꝛdes into theyꝛ lawes, and 
that hath cauſed many ſpirituall menne 
to adiudge the moꝛe lyghtly, that ſuche 
thynges as laye men haue done concer- 
nynge them: hath rather ben done of ma 
lice and cruelti, than other wiſe, and that 
iudgement in pꝛodeſſe of tyme hath cau - 
ſed them to confedre them ſelfe togyder, 
to reſiſte that malyce/vwhiche they many 
ty mes by occaſion of the ſayde "— 

gue 


— — 


A TRETISE. 11 
haue iudged to be greatter than it was, 
and haue many tymes recyted the woꝛ⸗ 
des, affermynge them to be true: and 
therfoze they haue extended all lawes, 
that be made agaynſt laye men the moꝛe 
extremely ageynſte them: Wherby the 
people in many countreyes hgue bene ſo 
ofte greued and oppꝛeſſed / that they 
haue grutched maruayllouſly at it. And 
vohan lay men haue redde tho woꝛdes, 
they haue take therby, that the makers 
of tholavyes, vwhiche repꝛeſent in them 
the eſtate of all ſpirituall men,haue iud- 
ged that the makers therof thoughte 
thatlay men were cruell agaynſt them: 
and vohere crueltie is iudged to be, there 
is no loue. Foꝛ lyke as nothyng helpeth 
mote to no2iſſhe loue in a man / than that 
he maye knowe, that the other louethe 
hym,though he neuer receyued any pꝛo- 
fyte by hym : ſonothynge nouryſſhethe 
mote diuiſion and diſcoꝛde, than that a 
mã know that an other loueth him not, 
though percaſe he know / that he neuer 
dyd hym hurt, ne entendeth not to doo. 
And therfoꝛe vohanlay men haue by tho 
woꝛdes taken occaſyon to thynke , that 

B z ſpiri- 
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1 ſpirituall men haue adiuged crueltie in 


them they have anon iuged / that ſpiri- 


tuall men loue them not / and that hath 


in their hartes bzoke the charitable loue 


and obedience, that they ought to haue 


to ſpirituall reulers: and thoughe the 
occaſion of this artycle be not vniuerſall 
(fo: all laye men haue not ſene tho woꝛ⸗ 
des) yet the repoꝛte of tho woꝛdes hath 
come to the knowlege of many lay men, 
as well by ſpirituall men as by tempo» 
rall men, that haue redde them: whiche 
by longe continuaunce hath nouryſihed 
one great bꝛanche of this diuiſion, whis- 
che I ſuppoſe veryly wylle neuer fully 
be appeaſed, tylle the ſpiritnall gouer- 
nours wyll be as diligẽt to make la woes / 
that ſhall bꝛynge in mekenes among ſpi- 
rituall men / and that may cnduce them 
charitablye to ſuffre ſome tyme them / 
that offende them / as they haue ben in 
tyme paſt to make lawes to ſet ſpirytu- 
all men in ſuche caſe / that they may coꝛ- 
recte all them and kepe them vnder / that 
wyll any thynge reſiſte them. And lj ke 
gs many ſpirituall men ꝑaue my ſoꝛdred 
them ſelfe ageynſte laye men, not onely 
in 


in ſuche thynges as be partely touched 
before, but alſo in woꝛdes / affermynge 
ſomtyme,that laye men loue not pꝛeſtes: 
ſo in lykevoyſe ſome laye men myſoꝛdre 
them lelfe in woꝛdes agaynſt pꝛeſtes/and 
wyl ſaye/ that there is no good pꝛeſte, oꝛ 
that all pꝛeſtes be nought: and ſome / as 
it is ſayd/voyl cal them ſomtyme hoꝛeſon 
pꝛeeſtes. And if all theſe woꝛdes were 
pꝛohybyte on bothe ſydes vpon greatte 
paynes . I thynke it woold do great good 
in this behalfe. | 


¶ An other cauſe of this 
dyuyſion. 


The fourth Lhapiter. 
be harde ⁊ erſtreme lavoes 


* [that are made fo: layenge 
vyolent handes vppon cler» 
Alkes / and ſuche other ſpyꝛy- 


mall perſones / hath benne 


an other cauſe of this diuiſion. Foz they 
be verye parciall / as to the reders voyll 
appere / and they be alſo ſo generall / 

| B 4 that 
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thatnether kynge noꝛ loꝛde be not excep- 
ted in them / but that they ſhulde goo to 
the pope to be aſſoyled. And the ſayde 
lawes be. xvij. q. iiij. ſt quis ſuadente 
diabolo et cx.de ſentenc.excõmunicac.ca. 
Non dubium et ca. mulieres /et Ca. per- 
uenit: et ca.ea noſcitur. Tin many other 
chapiters there, et ex. de ſentenc.excom⸗·- 
municac. li. vi. ca. religioſo . Aud thefe 
lavoes be ſuche, that if a manne in vio- 
lence lay his hande onely vpon a clerke / 
that he is accourſed: but thoughe a 
clerke bete a laye manne voꝛongefully / 
and with violence Ne is not accourſed. 
And this parcialyte hath done greatte 
hurte. 5 


¶ An other occaſion of this 
diuiſion. 
The fyfte Lhapiter, 


7 Houghe there be dyuers 
I sood and reaſonable arty- 
(les oꝛdeined bi the church 
ISA] Pan? - be redde openlyeto the 
people at certayn dayes by 
the churchctherto aſſygned, wich ooo 
n.enly 
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menly is called the generall ſentence: yet 
many eurates and theyꝛ pariſſhe pꝛeſtes 
ſometyme rede onely parte of the arty- 
cles, and omytte parteitherof, eyther foꝛ 
ſhoztnes of tyme / oꝛ els to take ſuche ar. 
tycles as ſerue mooſte to they2 purpoſe. 
And ſomtyme, as it is 7 adde o- 
ther excõmunications after their mynde/ 
that be not putte in to the ſayde generall 
ſentence , And vogan the artycles be ſo 
choſen out, they ſounde to ſo great par- 
cialite and fauour foꝛ ſpirituall men, ey- 
ther foꝛ pay mente of tythes,offerynges/ 


moꝛtuaries, and ſuche other duetyes to 


the churche, oꝛ foꝛ the mayntenaunce of 
that they calle the lyberties of the chur- 
che, as that no pꝛeeſte noꝛ clerke ſhall 
be putte to aunſwere befoꝛe laye men / 
ſpecyally vohere they2 bodyes ſhulde be 
arreſted, oꝛ that no impoſitions ſhulde 
be layde vpon the churche by tempoꝛall 
power, oꝛ ageynſte them that with vio- 
lence lay handes ypon pꝛeeſt oꝛ clerke, oꝛ 
ſuche other: that the people be greatly 
offended therby, and thynke great par- 
cialite in them,andiudge them rather to 


be made of a pꝛyde and couetyſe of the 


Bs churche 
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churche: than of any charite to the peo- 
ple, wherby many doo rather dyſpyſe 
them then obeye them. And J ſuppoſe 
veryly; that this dimſyon voyll neuer be 
rfyteiy and charitably refourmed and 
roughte to good accoꝛde, tyll the peo- 
ple come to this poynte / that they ſhall 
greatly feare and dꝛede to ronne in to 
the lceſte cenſure of the churche . And 
that voyll neuer be /tyll the hecdes ſpy- 
rytuall voyll refourme them ſelfe, and 
ſhewoee a fatherly loue vnto the people / 
and not extende the ſentences of the 
churcge vppon fo lyghte cauſes / and 
vppon ſuche parcialyte, as they haue 
doone in tyme paſte . And if they wyll 
refourme thcſe poyntes befoze reher - 
ſedd , and ſomme other hereafter folo- 
wynge,. J ſuppoſe veryly, the people 
wylle gladdely here them and folowe 
them. Foz than, as the goſpelle ſaythe / 
they be they: very ſhepardes . Where 
foe if it were oꝛdeyned, as well by auc⸗ 
toꝛitie of parlyamente as of conuoca⸗ 
tion, that ſuche artycles ſhulde be de⸗ 
uyſed and putte in to the generall ſen» 
tence / that ſhulde ſtyꝛre as 1 
a tus 
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tuall menne / as tempoꝛalle men, to loue 
vertue, and flee vyces, to loue trouthe 
and playnneſſe / and to flee falſehoode 
and doublenes / And that none vppon a 
payne ſhulde adde 02 dymynyſie any 
thynge concernynge the ſayde artycles: 
Juhynke it wolde helpe moche to make 
a good agrement of this diuiſion / and to 
conty nue the ſame / with loue and dꝛede 
betwixte the rculers ſpirituall and the 
ople, as there oughte to be. And if 
yke articles were deuyſed to refrayne 
ſpirituall menne fro gyuynge hereafter 
any ferther occaſion to this diuiſion, 02 
any other lyke: and they to be redde at 
viſitations, Seenes, and ſuche other like 
places, where pꝛieſtes aſſemble by com- 
mandemente of theyꝛ oꝛdinaries, with 
certayne peynes to be appoynted by par 
lement and Conuocation: I thynke hit 
wolde bꝛynge many thynges in to good 
order, and helpe moche to a good refo2- 
mation of this diuiſion. 


¶ Another occaſyon of this 
dyuyſion. 
2 he vi. Chapy ter. 
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N 12 nother occaſyon of this 
odiniſion hath partely ryſen 
bi tempoꝛal men/that haue 
A deſyred moche to haue the 


were compenable / than of them that 
were not ſo/ and haue called tem good 
ſelovoes and good companions . And 
many alſo wolde haue chapleyns, vohi⸗ 
che they wolde not onely ſuffre, but alſo 
commande to go on huntynge / hauking / 
and ſuche other vayne diſpoꝛtes. And 
ſome wolde let them lye amonge other 
laye ſcruauntes / where they coulde ney- 
ther vſe pꝛayer noꝛ contemplation. 
¶ And ſome of them wolde ſuffre them 
to go in lyueries, not conuenyent in c0- 
lour foꝛ a pꝛeeſt to weare, and wold alſo 
many tymes ſet them to woꝛldly offy 
ces, as to be bayhiffes receyuours / oꝛ ſte- 
wardes: and than wan they haue by 
ſuche occaſyon bene moche beaten / and 
greatly exercyſed in ſuche worldly bu⸗ 
ſynes , ſo that the invwarde deuocion of 
the harte Nath ben in them as colde and 
JS 


as weke in maner, as in laye men, yet if 
any benefyce hath fallen voyde of they: 
gyft, they woolde pꝛeferre them to it / ey- 
ther as in recompens of theyꝛ buſynes 
and labours, oꝛ foꝛ that they. were good 
companious: rather than another good 
deuoute man, that percaſe is lerned, and 
kepeth gym ſelfe fro ſuche woꝛldely yas 
nyties and ydle company, oꝛ that is diſs 
poſed ſomtyme to admonyſſhe charyta- 
bly ſuche as he is in company with, of 
ſuche defautes as he ſecth 02 hecreth of 
them, and that fevoe me do loue to here: 
And therfoꝛe wyll they pꝛeferre them 
that voyl let them a lone. And yet vohan 
they haue done ſo, they wyl anone ſpeke 
euyll of pꝛeſtes/ and repoꝛte great lyght- 
nes in them / and lyghtly noote one pꝛeſte 
with an otger pꝛeſtes defaute, and that 
whan they haue bene partly occaſtoners 
to they2 offences them ſelfe, as it is ſayd 
befoꝛe. And this demenoꝛ hathth:ough - 
a longe contynuaunce nozyſſhed ſomme 
parte of this dy uyſion, and ſo wyll it do 
as long as it continueth. And alſo where 
by thelawe, pꝛeſtes 'oughte to be at the 
— on ſondays and holy dayes ? — 
did C pe 
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helpe forthe the ſeruyce of god in the 
quere;T ought alſo vohan they be there, 
to be oꝛdred by the curate: yet neuer the 
leſſe many men that haue chappleynes/ 
wyll not ſuffre them to come in the pa- 
rvſſhe churche, and vohan they be there, 
they wyll nat haue them oꝛdered by the 
curate but after them ſelſe: ne ſee them 
be in the quere , but ſendeththem many 
tymes on other errandes / and that in 
worldly matters, as cuſtomably as they 
doo other ſeruauntes: and many ſuche 
chapleynes ſhewe them ſelfe euidentely 
by theyꝛ diligence in that behalle, to be 
better contente to do that buſynes / than 
to be in the quere / and that maketh the 
curates and the neyghboures bothe to 
thynke a great lyghtnes in them, and do 
dlicõmendce them foꝛ it: and whan they 
here of it they be alſo diſcontented, and 
theyꝛ mayſtcrs bothe, and ſay the pariſs 
-  ſhens hauenothynge to do with it / and 
commenly other chappleynes wyll take 
parte in ſuche matters: voſNervpoin dy⸗ 
vers grudges and variances haue ryſen 
in many places that haue done greatte 


hurt in this behglte, Ind as it is in thi 
| caſe 
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taſe of chapleynes; and ſeruyng preſtcs/ 

ſo it is alſo of chantry pꝛeſtes ⁊ brother» 
hoode pꝛeſtes in many places. And as it 
ſemeth theſe articles: myghte be holpen 
thus / that is to ſay,thatit bep2ohibited 
vpon a payne / that no pꝛieſt ſhall heres 
after cuſtomablye vſe huntynge, haw⸗ 
kynge ; cardes, dyce, noꝛ ſuche other 
games vnſyttynge ſoꝛ a pꝛeeſte, though 
percaſe he maye as fo a recreacion vſe 
tame honeſt diſpoztes foꝛ a tyme: ne cus 
ſtomablye vſe the ale houſe oꝛ tauerne. 
And if any pꝛeſte vſe any ſuche vnlaufull 
games 02 other demenour not conuenis 
ent ſoꝛ a pꝛeſte, fo moche that the people 
be offended by it, and fynde defaut at it: 
that than if he be warned therof by an 
abbot and a Juſtyce of the peace of the 
ſhire, vohere he is dwellynge, and yet he 
do not reforme hym ſelfe: that than bes 
ſide the ſayde peyne, he be by conuoca- 
tion ſuſpended fro miniſtryng the ſacrgs 
mentes, and be diſabled to take any ſer- 
uice / tyll he be enhabled 9ggayne by the 
kynge and the oꝛdinarie. And that it be 
farther enacted / that no man ſhal haue a 
c<apleyne hereafter , but Re haue a ſtone 


dynge 
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dynge houſe; and that onely in is ſtot> 
dynge houſe / and none to haue a rydyng 
chapleyne vnder the degree of a barone, 
and thar hethat hat a ſtondynge howſe/ 
and hath-alſo a chapleyne;ſhatl vppon 
a payn pꝛouide foꝛ his chapleyn a ſecrete 
lodging with locke and key, that he may 
lodge tro the commen - fecourſe of the 
laye ſeruantes, and vſe hym ſelſe therin 
conuentently in redynge, pꝛayer, oꝛ con- 
templation / 02ſuche other labours and 
buſynes as be conuenyent foꝛ a pꝛeeſle 
eln n (th 11:3 * 
¶ An other cauſe ofthe ſayd 
dyuyſion 


W vy reaſon of diuers ſutes, 


that haue ben taken in the 


2 . 


EFPS! ſpiritual courtes of office, 
that is called in latyn / ex officio : ſo that 
the partyes haue not knowen voho hath 
accuſed-them; and thervpon they haue 
lomtyme bene cauſed to abiure in cauſes 
of hereſies: ſomtyme to do penaunce, oꝛ 
ö as to 
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to pay great ſommes of money for rede- 
myng tierof, which vexacion and chars 
ges the partes haue thought haue come 
to them by the iudges and the offycers 
of the ſpirituall courte : foꝛ they haue 
knowen none other accuſers / and tat 
hath cauſed moche people in diuers par- 
tyes of this re alme to thynke great ma⸗ 
lyce and parcyalyte inthe ſpirituall iud- 
ges. And if a man be cx officio bzoughte 
beſoꝛe the oꝛdinarie foz hereſy , if he be 
notably ſuſpected of hereſie: he muſte 
purge hym ſelſe after the wyl of the oꝛ⸗ 
dinarie, oꝛ be gccurſed,and tizatis by the 
lawe, extra de hereticis. ca, Ad abolens 
dam. And that is thoughte by many to 
be a very harde law, foꝛ a man may be 
ſuſpected and not gyltie, and ſo be dꝛiuen 
to a purgation withoute pꝛofe 02 withs 
out offence in ym, oꝛ be accurſed: and 
it appereth de hcreticis. li. yi. in the cha- 
piter In fidet fauozem that they that be 
accurſed and allo partyes to the ſame 
oſſence / may be voytnes in hereſy: and in 
the chapter accuſatus perag.licet, it ap- 
pereth/that if a man be ſwoꝛn to ſay the 
trouthe concernynge hereſye / as well of 
£ gym 
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hym ſelfe as of other / and he fyꝛſte con- 
feſſeth nothynge, and after contrary to 
his fyꝛſte ſayenge he appeleth bothe hym 
felfe and other: if it appere by many- 
feſte tokens, that he doch it not of lights 
nes of mynde / ne of hatred / not foꝛ coꝛ- 
ruption of money : that than his woyt⸗ 
nes in fauoure of the faythe ſhall ſtonde, 
as woell ageynſte hym ſelfe, as agaynſte 
other : and yet hit appereth euydently 
in the ſame - Lourte, and in the ſame 
matter, that he is a pcriured perſone. 
This is a daungerous la we / and more 
lyke to cauſe yntrevve and vnlawofulle 
men to condempne innocentes / than to 
condempne offenders. And it helpcthe 
Iyttcll, that if there be tokens, that it is 
not done of hatred / no: foꝛ corruption of 
money: that it ſhulde be taken: ſoꝛ ſome 
time a volfe may ſhewe Hym ſelfe in the 
apparaile of a lambe. And if the iudge 
be parciall / ſuche tokens may be ſooner 
accepted than truly ſhevwved . And inthe 
chapiter there, that begynneth Statuta 
quedam, it is decreed / that if the byſ- 
Hoppe oꝛ other enqueroꝛs of hereſy / ſe 
that any great daunger myghte comme 
| | to 
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to the accuſours 02 wytnes of hereſie by 
the great power of them that be accuſed: 
that than they maye commaunde, that 
the names of the gccuſours 02 wytneſſe 
ſhall not be ſhevoed but to the byſſhop oꝛ 
enquerours, 02 ſuche other lerned men 
as be called to them / and that ſhall ſuf- 
fyce,though they be not ſhevoed tothe 
partie. And fo: the moꝛe indempnitie of 
the ſayde accuſours and wytneſle it is 
there decreed, that the byſſhoppe oꝛ in- 
querours maye enioyne ſuche as they 
haue ſhevved the names of ſuche voyt- 
nes ynto/to kepe them cloſe vpon payne 
of cxcomunication, foꝛ diſcloſynge that 
ſecrete without theyꝛ lycens. And ſurely 
this is a ſoꝛe lawe, that a man ſhall be 
condempned, and not knowe the names 
of them that be cauſers therof. 

C And though the ſayd lawe ſeme to be 
made vpon a good conſideration foꝛ the 
indempnytie of the accuſours and voyt- 
nes, yet it ſemeth, that that conſydera- 
cyon canne not ſuffyce to pꝛoue the lawe 
reaſonable. For it ſemeth that the accu- 
ſours and wytnes myght be ſaued fro 
daunger by a nother way, and that ow 
TER" C 2 this 
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this way. If the byſſhop oꝛ inquerours 
dꝛede, that the accuſours and wytnes 
might take hurt, as is ſayd befoꝛe: than 
might they ſhevye it to the kynge and to 
his counſayle / beſechynge his grace of 
helpc in that behalfc; to ſaue and defend 
the acculours and woytnes fro the extoꝛte 
power of them that be accuſed: And if 
they wold do ſoꝛit is not to ſuppoſe, but 
that the kynge wold ſufficiently pꝛouide 
fo: theyꝛ ſaue garde: But for as moche 
as it thulde ſeme, that ſpirituall menne 
ſomvohat pꝛetende to punyſſhe hereſies 
only of thcy2 ovone power, without cal- 
ling ſoꝛ any aſſiſtance of the temporal po- 
wer, thcrfoze they make ſuche lawes as 
may helpcfo:th theyz purpoſe, as they 
thynkc: but ſurely that is not the charita 
ble way / to put the knowlege of the ng- 
mes of the accuſoꝛs and wytnes ſro him 
that is accuſed, fo: if he knewe them, he 
might percaſe alledge and pꝛoue ſo great 
and ſo yehemente cauſe of rancoꝛe and 
malyce in the that accuſe him, that they: 
ſayenges by no lawe ought not to ſtonde 
agaynſte gym. And that ſpyꝛytuall men 
pretcnde; that they only ſhulde . — 
| ole 
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hole inquerie ⁊ punyſſhment of herefie, 
it appereth extra de hereticis. 11. yi. ca. yt 
inquiſitionis/perag.ptohibemus : where 
all powers, and all loꝛdes tempoꝛall and 
reulers be pꝛohibite / that they ſhall not 
in any maner take knowledge oꝛ Judge 
vppon hereſie, ſithe it is mere ſpirituall, 
and he that inquereth of hereſie / taketh 
knowledge of hereſie. And ſo the ſumme 
called ſumma roſella, taketh it, titulo ex- 
communicac. perag.iiij. And if that be 
true, it ſemeth than, that all iuſtyces of 
peace in this realme be excomunicate: foz 
they, by auctoꝛyte of the kynges cõmiſſy 
ons and alſo by ſtatute, enquere of gere- 
ſies. And I thynke it is not in the church 
to pꝛohy bit that: foꝛ though it were ſo / 
that the tempoꝛall men maye not iudge, 
what is he reſie and what not, yet they 
maye / as it ſemeth, by they: owone aucto 
rytie enquere ofit / and enſoꝛme the oꝛdy- 
narie / what they haue founde. And alſo 
if a metropolytane with all his clergye 
and people of his dloces fell in to herelie : 
it wolde be harde to redreſſe it without 
tempoꝛal power. And therfoze temporal 
men be redye and are bounde to be redy 
C3 ro 
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to oppꝛeſſe hereſies, whan they ryſe: as 
ſpirituall men be. And therfoze ſpirituall 
men may not take all the thanke to them 
ſelfe, whan hereſies be punyſſhed , as 
though they: charite and power onely 
dyd it: foꝛ they haue the fauour and help 
of tempoꝛall men to do it / 02 elles many 
tymes it wolde not be bzought aboute. 
*Neucrtheles myn entent is not to pꝛoue 
the ſaid lawes al holly to be cruel 7 vnre 
ſonable, foꝛ J know vocl, that it is right 
cxpedient, that ſtrayt lawes be made for 
punyſſhment of hereſies that be hereſies 
in dede, mote rather than any other of- 
fence, and that the diſcretion of the iud- 
ges ſpirituell maye ryghte well aſwage 
the rygour of the ſayde lawes, and vſe 
them more fauoꝛably ageynſt them that 
be innocẽtes, than agaynſt them that be 
voylfull offendours, if they woll chari- 
tablyſcrche foꝛ the truthe. But ſurely if 
the ſaydelawes ſhulde be putte into the 
handelynge of cruell iudges , it myghte 
happen that they ſhulde many tymes pu 
nyſhe innocentes / as well as offenders, 
but J truſte in god, it is not ſoo. Neuer 
the les whether it be ſo 02 not / certayn it 
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is,that there is a great rum our amonge 
the people /tgat it is ſo, and that ſpirituall 
men punyſſhe not hereſie only foꝛ zele of 
the faith and of a loue and a ʒele to the pe 
ple, with a fatherly pitie to them that ſo 
offende, as they ought to do, Rowe great 
offenders ſo cuer they be / but that they 
do it rather to oppꝛeſſe them that ſpeake 
any thynge agaynſt the woꝛldly power 
oꝛ rycheſſe of ſpyꝛytuall men, 02 agaynſt 
the great confederacie / that (as many 
men ſaye) is in them to maynteygne hit. 
And though many ſpyꝛytuall men may 
be founde / that haue ryght many great 
vertues and great gyftes of god / as cha- 
ſtitye / lyberalite, pacyence, ſobꝛeneſſe / 
temperance, connyng / and ſuche other / 

yet it voylle be harde to fynde any oone 
ſpirituall man: that is not enfecte with 
the ſayd deſyꝛe and affection to haue the 
woꝛldly honour of pꝛeeſtes exalted and 
preferred, ⁊ therfo2e if any lay md report 
any euyll of a pꝛeeſt, though it be openly 
knowen,thatitis gs- he ſaythe, yet they 
wyll be mote diligente to cauſe the laye 
man to ceaſſe of that ſayeng, than to do 
that in them is to refourme that is 9 
C 4 myſſe 


A. TRETISE. 
myſſe in the pꝛeeſte, that it is ſpoken of, 
takynge as hit were an occaſion to doo 
the leſſe in ſuche refoꝛmations / bycauſe 
laye men ſpcke ſo moche agaynſte them: 
But ſurely that wyll be none excuſe to 
ſpirituall rulers afoꝛe god whan he ſhall 
aſke accompte of his people, that were 
commytted vnto theyꝛ kepynge. 

¶ And if this diuiſion be ſuffered to cons 
tynue / it is not vnlyke / but that greatte 


13 dynge ſhall folowe on both partyes , 


wherby greatte hurte and inconuenience 
maye growe vnto moche people. And J 
ſec none that may ſette a meane way bees 
twoene theſe extremities,ne that mindeth 
any thynge to do good in it, but the kyn⸗ 
ges grace and his parlyamente. And J 
thynke veryly / that they are bounde in 
conſcicnceto folowe it with effecte, tylle 
the diviſion be clerely ceſſed. Our loꝛde 
of his mercy ſende tem gracc to do it. 
Amen. 


¶ An other occaſion of this 
diuy ſion. 


Theeyght Chapyter. 
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Die a commen opynyon a- 
Sy monge doctours, that none 

| 12 is an hcretike foꝛ that onely 
hat he erreth, but for that 
be deſendeth opynatyſclye 
Ris errour . And therfoꝛe he that erretꝶ 
of ſymplicite may in no voyſe be ſayde an 
heretyke. And ſumma roſella /in the ty- 
tle hereticus in pꝛincipio, ſayth, that a 
man may erre, and mcryte therby : and 
he putteth this example. If a ſymple yn- 
lerned man-here the pꝛeachynge of his 
byſſhop-that preacheth happly agaynſt 
the faith / and he beleueth it with a redy 
mynde to obey: this man meriteth / and 
yet he erreth : but that is to be ynders 
ſtonde vohere ignoꝛaunce excuſeth, Than 
it ſemcth, that it is not ynough to pꝛoue 
that a ma is an heretike / fo: that he hath 
holden opinions ayenſte that the churctz 
teacheth, ne that hc oughte not to make 
any purgation noꝛ abiuration fot it: ſoꝛ 
that that he helde in ſuche caſe was not 
his fayth, but the faythe of the churche 
was his fayth, though happly he were 
not than fully guyſed of it. And therfoꝛe 
ſaint Jidan / vwhan he helde the wꝛonge 
| Ls parte 
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parte of kepynge of Eaſter / was no he⸗ 
rctyke, and ſome ſay that ſaynt Lhadde 
was of the ſame opinyon as ſaynct Al- 
dan woas / whiche in lykevoyſe was no 
heretike, fo: they2 deſyꝛe was to knowe 
the truthe: and therfoze it is not redde / 
that they made eyther pourgacyon / oꝛ 
abiuration, ne yet the abbotte Joachim / 
whiche neuer the leſſe erred/ for he was 
redy. to ſubmyt hym to the determing- 
tion of the churche,and therfoze he was 
neythcr holdcn as an herctyke , ne com- 
elled to abiure. Zhan if this be ſothe / 
bu were great pitie / if it ſhulde be trewoe 
as is reported / that there ſhulde be ſo 
great a dely2e in ſome ſpiritualle men to 
haue men abiured / 02 haue the extreme 
 punyſſhement foꝛ hereſie, as hit is ſayde 
there is. Foꝛ as ſome haue repoꝛted , if 
any woll woytnes that a man hath ſpo- 
ken any thynge, that is hereſie / thoughe 
he ſpeke it onely of an ignoꝛaunce, 02 of 
a paſſion, oꝛ if hc canne by interrogato- 
ries and queſtions be dꝛyuen to confeſſe 
any thynge , that is p2ohibyted by the 
churche: anone they wyll dꝛyue hym to 
abiure, 02 holde hym gtteynted with» 
out 
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oute ecamynynge the intente oꝛ cauſe of 
his ſayenge / oꝛ whether he hadde a 
myndc to be refourmed oꝛ not: and that 
is a verye ſooꝛe waye, oure loꝛde be 
moꝛe mercyfull to oure ſoules, thanne 
ſo greuouſely to punyſſhe ys foꝛ euerye 
lyghte defaute 

And here ſome ſaye / that bycauſe there 
is ſo greatte a deſyꝛe in ſpiritualle men, 
to haue men gbiure, and to be nooted 
with hereſie, and that ſome, as it were 
of a polycie do noyſe hit / that the roy- 
alme is full of heretyckes, moꝛe than it 
is in dede: that hit is verye peryllous/ 
that ſpiritualle, men ſgalde have aucto- 
ritie to arreſt a man foꝛ every lyght ſuſ- 
pection / 02 complaynte of hereſie, tylle 
that deſyꝛe of punyſſhement in ſpiritu- 
all menne be ceſſed and goone: but that 
they ſhulde make pꝛoceſſe agaynſt them 
to bꝛynge them in vppon payne of cur⸗ 
ſynge: and thanne if they tarye fourty 
dayes, the kynges lawes to bꝛynge them 
in by a voꝛytte De excommunicato ca⸗ 
piendo / and ſo to be bzoughte fourthe 
oute of the kynges Sgole to aunſwere. 
But ſurely / as it is ſomewohat 8 

efoꝛe 
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before in the. yii. chap. it ſemeth that the 
church in time paſt hath done what they 
coulde to bꝛynge about that they might 
punyſſhe hercſic of them ſelfe / without 
callynge foꝛ any helpe therin of the ſects 
ler power. 
C And thcrfoze they haue made lawes 
that hcrctykes myghte be arreſted and 
put in pꝛyſon, and ſtokkes if nede were, 
as appcreth Llemcntins de hcreticts, 
cap. multoꝛum querela. And after at the 
ſpeciall callynge on of the ſpiritualtie, it 
was enacted by parlyament, that o:dis 
narics myght areſte men ſoꝛ hereſy : fox 
ſomme men thynke, that the ſayde Lle- 
mentyne was nat of effect in the kynges 
lawe to areſte any man foꝛ herefie : But 
if a man were opcnly and notably ſuſpes 
cted of herelie,and that there were ſuffi- 
cient recoꝛde and wytnes ayenſt hym, 
⁊ there were alſo a doubt that he wolde 
fle and not appere, voherby he myghte 
enfecte other: it ſemeth conuenient that 
he be areſted by the body: but not vpon 
eucry lyght compleynt, that full lyghtly 
maye be yntrevve. And it wyll be ryght 
expedient that the kynges Ryghnes * 
is 


his counſaylle loke ſpecyallly ypon this 
matter, and not to ceaſle , tylle hit be 
brought to more quictnes than it is yet, 
and to ſee with greatte diligence, that 
pꝛide, couetyſe/noz worldly loue be no 
iudges / no: innocentes be punyſſhed , ne 
yet that wylfull offenders go not with⸗ 
out devye correction, 


C An other cauſe of this 
dyullion , 


Thenynth Chapiter. 


=== 'I? other occaſyon of this 
dyuiſion hath riſen by the 
extremities / tat haue ben 
ſhewed in ſutes taken in 
the ſpirituall courtes / by 
ſpirituall menne / ſoꝛ there 
hath therby riſen an opiniõ amonge mo- 
che people, that a man were as good oꝛ 
better to let a ſpirituall man haue at the 
begynnyng all that he demandeth as to 
ſtryue with hymin the ſpirituall la woe 
ſoꝛ it. In ſo moche, that as hit is ſayde, 
ſuche extremyties haue bene vſed a the 
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before in the.yii. chap. it ſemeth that the 
church in time paſt hath done what they 
coulde to bꝛynge about that they might 
punyſſhe hereſie of them ſelfe / without 
callynge foꝛ any helpe therin of the ſecu⸗ 
ler power. 
¶ And thcrfoze they haue made la wes 
that hcrctykes myghte be arreſted and 
put in pꝛyſon, and ſtokkes if nede were, 
as appcreth Llemcntints de hereticis. 
cap. multoꝛum querela. And after at the 
ſpeciall callynge on of the ſpiritualtie, it 
was enacted by parlyament, that oꝛdi⸗ 
naries myght areſte men ſoꝛ hereſy : fox 
ſomme men thynke, that the ſayde Cle⸗ 
mentyne was nat of effect in the kynges 
lawe to areſte any man foꝛ gereſie: But 
if a man were openly and notably ſuſpes 
cted of hereſie, and that there were ſuffi- 
cient recoꝛde and woytnes ayenſt hym, 
⁊ there were alſo a doubt that he wolde 
fle and not appere, wherby he myghte 
enfecte other: it ſemeth conuenient that 
he be areſted by the body: but not vpon 
eucry lyght compleynt, that full lyghtly 
maye be vntre we. And it wyll be ryght 
expedient that the kynges hyghnes _ 
is 


his counſaylle loke ſpecyallly vpon this 
matter, and not to ceaſle , tylle hir be 
bꝛought to more quictnes than it is yet, 
and to ſee with greatte diligence, that 
pꝛide, couetyſe/ noꝛ worldly loue be no 
iudges / not innocentes be punyſſhed , ne 
yet that wylfull offenders go not with⸗ 
out de we correction, 


¶ An other cauſe of this 
dyuiſion. 


Thenynth Chapiter. 


'N other occaſyon of this 
dyuiſion hath riſen by the 
extremities/that haue ben 
| — in —. taken in 
the ſpirituall courtes / by 
— ſpirituall menne / ſoꝛ there 
hath therby riſen an opiniõ amonge mo- 
che people, that a man were as good oꝛ 
better to let a ſpirituall man haue at the 
begynnyng all that he demandeth as to 
ſtryue with hym in the ſpirituall la we 
ſoꝛ it. In ſo moche, that as hit is ſayde, 
ſuche extremyties haue bene vſed _ 
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ſpirituall lawe ſoꝛ tythes /that no pꝛe- 
ſeription; cuſtome, compoſition, noꝛ other 
lee ſhall be admytted in the ſpirituall 
ave ageynſte tem. And ſurely if that 
be trewe / it is a great parcialyte, and a 
great denyenge of Juſtyce. And therfoꝛe 
it wolde be refourmed. And as for moꝛ- 
tuaries they be adnulled all redy by ſtg- 
tute / but yet begynnethe to ryſe oone 
thynge to maynteyne the fyꝛſte dyuyſion 
concernynge ſuche moꝛtuaries, if hit be 
ſuffered to contynue / and that is, that 
many curgtes, not regardynge the kyn- 
ges ſtatute in that behalfe , perſwade 
they2 paryſſhens / whan they be ſycke / 
to beleue that they can not be ſaued / but 
they reſtoꝛe them as moche as the olde 

Moꝛtuarye wolde have amounted ta. 
And ſurelye the curates, that by that 
meanes gette any rccompenee, by gyfte / 
oꝛ by queſte, are bounde in conſcience to 
reſtitution « Foꝛ he is deceyuedde in his 
gyfte 02 bequeſte. Foꝛ it procedeth not 
of a tree libertie, but ypon that vntrewe 
infourmacion. And lyke as a contracte / 
wherby a man is deceiued in that thinge 
that is ſolde / goldetꝶ not in conſcience, 
28 
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as if a manne ſelle copper foꝛ golde, oꝛ 
wyne myrxte with water foꝛ pure wine: 
and ſo it is van a man mgaketh a gyfte 
oꝛa bequeſte yppon an vntrue ſurmyſe. 
And that no man is bounden in conſci- 
ence to reſtoꝛe foꝛ his Moꝛtuary nowe, 
ſythe the ſtatute of Moꝛtuaryes was 
made, it maye appere thus. It is hol- 
den by them that be lerned in the lawe 
of this royalme, that the parlyamente 
bath an abſdlute power / as to the poſ- 
ſeſſion of all tempoꝛall thynges within 
this realme , in whoſe handes ſo euer 
they be; ſpiritualle 02 tempoꝛalle, to 
take them froo one manne., and gyue 
theym. to an; nather / withoute anye 
cauſe 02 conſideration. Foz if they doo 
it, it byndeth in the lawe. And if there 
be a conſideration, than it byndethe in 
lawe and conſcience And certayne 
hit is, that all ſuche Moꝛtuaryes were 
tempoꝛalle goodes / though they: were 
claymed by ſpiritualle menne: And 
the:cauſe why they were taken awaye 
was / ſoꝛ as moche as there were fewe 
thynges weithin this realme, that cau - 
fed moꝛe ygrigunce amonge the peoples 
SH int — man - 
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than they vyd, vohan they were ſuffred; 
for they were taken ſo farre agaynſt the 
oꝛder of the kynges lawes and ageynſt 
Juſtice and ryght, as ſꝑꝛall hereafter aps 
pere. Fyꝛſte they were taken not onely 
after the dethol the huſ bonde / but alio 
9fter the det of the wyſle / whiche after 
the la wes of the realme had no goodes, 
but that it woas taken of the gui bondes 
goodes, aud tꝑey were taken allo of ſer⸗ 
uauntes and chyldren as well inſantes 
as other. And if a man died by the way, 
and gad anhouſholde in an other place / 
he ſhuldepaye moꝛtuaries in bote plgs 
ces. And ſometyme van the parſone/ 
and vicar of a churche · appꝛopꝛied / yas 
ried foꝛ the moztuaries, the people, as it 
hath ben repoꝛted/ haue ben enfoꝛced op 
they coulde ſytte in reſte, to pay in ſome 
places moꝛtuarirs to them bote. And 
ſometyme the curat es wolde pꝛohibyte 
pooꝛe men to ſell theyꝛ goodes in tyme oſ 
they? ſicknes / if they were ſuche goodes 
as were lyke to be theyꝛ moꝛtuaries : foꝛ 
they wolde ſay it was done in deſraude 
of the church . And if the quicke goo des 
were better than the deed goodes j they 


wolde 
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wolde in ſomme places take the quycke : 
And if the deade goodes were better 
than the pow , thcy wolde take the 
deed. And the Moꝛtuaries mult be de- 
lyuered fo:the with / oꝛ elles the bodye 
ſhulde not be buryed. And they pꝛeſcri- 
bed to haue ryght to moꝛtuaries onely . | 
by the preſcription of the ſpiritual lawe. 


And vnder that maner moꝛtuaries en- 


creaſſed dayly in many places / where 
they hadde not bene vſed befoꝛc / and of 
lykelyhode wolde haue gone farther, if 
they had not bene ſtopped in tyme. And 
they were in many places taken in ſuche 
maner that it made the people to thinke, 
that the curates loued they2 moꝛtuaries 
better than theyꝛ lyues. And therypon 
roſe in many places great diuiſion and 
grudge betvoyrte them / vwphiche broke 
the pece / loue / andcharite that ſhulde be 
betwene the curate and his paryſſhens/ / 
tothe great vnquietnes of many of the 
kynges ſubiectes / as well ſpirituall as 
tempoꝛall, and to the great daunger and 
perylle of theyꝛ ſoules. Foꝛ theſe cauſes 
the ſayd moꝛtuaries be adnulled by par 
lyament, as well in conſcience as in the 

D lawe: 
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lavoe: And yet it is ſayde, that ſome cu- 
rates vſe great extremyties concernyng 
the ſayde moꝛtuaries, an other waye: 
and that is this. If the executours at the 
firſte requeſt pay not the money / that is 
appoynted by the ſtatute / they wil anon 
haue a citation ayenſte hym, And there 
he ſhalbe ſo handled, that as it is ſay d, 
hit hadde bene mooſte commenly moche 
better to hym / to haue payde his olde 
moꝛtuarie than the coſtes and expenſes 
that he ſhall pay there. And if it be ſo it 
wold be refozmed. And ſurely this mat- 
ter voold be groũdly loked vpon:foꝛ ſom 
men ſay, that the ſute in that caſe ought 
to be taken in the kynges court, and not 
in the ſpirituall courte. 


C Other occaſions of this 
dyuyſion. 
The. x. Chapyter. 


he extreme and couetous 
demenoure of fome curates 
with they: pariſhes, wer- 
Hof mencion is partely made 
gerafte r, ha thͥ᷑ ben an other 
cauſe 
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cauſe of this diuiſion: And though ma- 
ny ſpirituall men be not felowes with 
them in the extremities: yet none of them 
that haue ben beſte and moſt indifferent / 
haue not done any thynge to refourme 
them, that vſe ſuche extremytees / ne to 
make ti;zem thynke, that any defaut is in 
them in that doynge, but rather, as hit 
were with a deffe eare/ haue dyſſimuled 
it, and ſuffered it paſſe ouer; and haue en- 
deuoꝛed them ſelfe moꝛe to oppꝛeſſe all 
the lay people, that wolde ſpeke againſt 
it / than to refourme them that do it. 
And ſome of the ſayde extremitycs be 
thoſe . Some ſay, that in takynge of ty» 
thes curates in ſome places wylle haue 
the.x.parte of euery thynge within the 
paryſſhe / that is tythable, though their 
pꝛedece ſſours withoute tyme of mynde 
haue bene contented withoute hit: and 
thoughe there be ſufficient beſyde foꝛ the 
curat to lyue on, 02 though he hath not 
knowen, but that percaſe ſomme other 
thynge in olde tyme hath bene aſſigned 
in recompence foꝛ it. And in ſom place is 
aſked, as it is ſayd, tythe-bothe of che- 
kyns and egges / and in ſomme place of 
| D 2 mylke 
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mylke and cheſe, and in ſome place the 
x.parte of thc grounde, and alſo of that 
that fallcth on the groũde. And in ſome 
places is claymed tithe of ſeruantes wa- 
ges without deduction: And it is but in 
fe voe places / that any ſeruannte ſhall go 
quyte without ſom tyth paying / though 
he haue ſpent al in ſyckenes / 02 vpon his 
father and mother / 02 ſuche other neceſ- 
ſarye expenſes. | 

And in ſom places if a paryſhen haue not 
ten calues that yere, the curate voyll put 
the tythynge of tyll an other yere / and 
than to take a tythe calfe, accomptynge 
bothe the yeres to gither / rather than he 
wolde the firſt ycre take the money, that 
is in that caſe aſſygned by the la woe. And 
they do lyke voyſe of lambes / pygges , 
and ſuche other thynges . Alſo in many 
places the curates take mote at maryge 
ges,buryals,and obytes than they were 
wonte to do, and wyll not bury a ſtran- 
ger / that dyeth within the paryſſhe, but 
he haue ſome vohat fot it. Alſo ſome cus 
rates / whan there is any varyance be- 
twene gym and any of his paryſhens/02 
that any of his pariſhcns be in his Fett 

at 
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hath p:ohibyte them from houſelle tylle 
he be payde . And it hath ben ſometyme 
ſene, that vohan a pooꝛe man hath bene 
ſctte to be hovoſeled/the curate hath be- 
fore al the paryſhe- ypon ſome ſuche diſ- 
pleaſure cauſed gym to ryſe and goo a- 
waye, without houſelle. to his rebuke. 
And though theſe abuſions be not vſed 
vnyuerſallye (god foꝛbede they ſhuldc) 
toꝛ there be many good curates and o- 
ther ſpirituall men, that wolde not vſe 
them foꝛ the wynnynge oꝛ leſynge of nd 
erthly thynges : yet vogan people of dy⸗ 
uers coũtreys mete to gether, and one of 
them tcllcth an other of ſome ſuche extre 
mit:es in ſome curates in his countreye / 
and the other lyke wyſe to hym: anone 
they eſteme ſuche couetyſe and extreme 
delynge to be in all curates. And though 
they do not voell in that doinge, foꝛ the 
offence of one pꝛieſte is no offence to an 
other / if they ſo wyll take it: yet ſpiri- 
tuall men do no thynge therin to bꝛynge 
the people oute of that iudgement / but 
ſuffre ſuche abuſions to be vſed by ſome 
of them continually without correction, 
and (as I haue ſayd before) wyl rather 
D 3 labour 
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labour to ſtoppe the mouthes of them / 
that wyll fynde defaulte at ſuche deme⸗ 
nourc/than to helpe to refourme them / 
that do it. And ſurely as longe gs they 
do ſo / it wyll be verye harde to haue a 
good vnitie and peace in this bchalfe, 


C Other cauſes of the ſayde 
diuyſion. 
The. xi. Chapyter. 


1N nother thynge / that 
Wil Rath cauſed the people to 
srudge agaynſte the pope 
and other ſpyꝛytuall reu- 

— lers hath bene the graun- 
tynge of pardons foꝛ money. For whan 
hit hath benne noyſed, that the money 
ſhulde be beſto ved to ſomme charitable 
vſe / as vppon the buyldynge of ſaynte 
Peters churche in Rome, oꝛ to ſuche o- 
ther charitable vſe: it hath appered af - 
tcrvoarde euidently, that it hath not ben 
diſpoſed to that vſe. And that hath cau- 
ſed many to thynke/that the ſayde par- 
dons were graunted rather of couetice, 
than of charite, oꝛ foꝛ the helthe " — 
| oules 
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ſoules of the people. And therypon ſome 
haue fallen in maner in to diſpiſynge of 
pardons, as though pardous graunted 
vppon ſuche couctiſe ſhulde nat auayle. 
And becauſe the people be greatly de- 
ceyued in that iudgement, foꝛ as to the 
taker the pardon is good, thoughe the 
grantoꝛ offendein his grantynge of the 
pardon. Therfoꝛe it is ryght neceſſarye, 
that the rulers take hede, that pardons 
be hereafter granted in ſuche charitable 
maner, that the people ſhall haue no oc- 
caſion ne colour to thynke / that they be 
granted of couctice : And than the graũ- 
tours ſhall pꝛofytte them ſelfe in they; 
graunte / and the people alſo in theyꝛ ta- 
kynge, and elles it maye lyghtly hurte 
them bothe. And veryly it were greatte 
pitie, that any myslykynge of pardons 
ſhulde growe in the hertes of the people 
foꝛ any myſdemenour in the grauntours 
oꝛ other wyſe / ſoꝛ they be ryght necellas 
rie. And J ſuppoſe-that if certain pdons 
were granted frely voithout money / foꝛ 
ſayeng of certein prayers therin to be ap⸗ 
poynted / that all mislykyng of pardons 
wolde ſhoztly ceſſe and yanyſſhe away. 
D 4 An 
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¶ An other cauſe of this 
diuiſion. 


The. xij. Lhapyter. 


NNlNother cauſe of this di- 
Wl uiſion hath ben by reaſon 

Mof dyuers lavocs and con- 
\ i ſtitutions,vohich haue ben 
made by the church /ſome 
tyme by the Pope / ſometyme by lega- 
tes / 02 by Metropolitanes in they2 pꝛo- 
nince:wherin they haue many tymes ex⸗ 
ceded theyꝛ auctoꝛitie, and attempted in 


many thynges agaynſte the lawe of the 


realme. And yet neuer thcleſie many pꝛi- 
ſtes haue gyuen full credence to them, foꝛ 
they haue thought that the makers ther 
of, vohiche were the heedes of the chur- 
che, wolde not make any lawe, but by 
good and ſufficient auctoꝛitie. And ther- 
vpon it hath folowecd / that whan any 
doubte 02 queſtion hath ryſen ypon the 
ſaydclawes : all ſpirituall men in maner 
wolde ſticke faſte to the lawes, and mg- 
ny tempoꝛall men by reaſon of a comen 
vic and cuſtome, that they haue ſcne to 


the contrarie, hque reſiſted tem: wer- 


vpon 
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vpon haue ryſen in many places greatte 
ſtryfe/yarigunces, and great expences in 
the ſpirituall lavve. Wherby many tem⸗ 
poꝛall men haue thought, that ſpirytual 
courtes be rather yſed foꝛ maintengunce 
of couetiſe, thã foꝛ miniſtration of iuſtice. 
And thoughe, with the mercy of oure 
lozde, the trouthe is not ſo vniuerſally: 
yet ſome diligence wolde be taken to re- 
moue that iudgement fro the people. 

¶ And of thelelawes is the conſtituti- 
on of Boniface, the archebyſſoppe of 
Canterbury / wherby it is decrecd/ that 
he that letteth a woman couert to make 
her wyll / oꝛ that letteth it to be pꝛoued/ 
is accurſed: and the lawe of the realme 
is, that a woman couerte hath no goo- 
des, that ſhe may make any wolle of/cx- 
cepte it be of a thynge in action, oꝛ that 
ſhe were executrix befoꝛe. And if ſhe were 
ſo, than with lycence of her huſbonde 
ſhe may make an executour / to the intent 
he may leuye the vette, 02 fulfyl the firſte 
wyl. An other lyke lawe is of the decree 
of the ryghte reuerende father in god 
Robert YoynchelſyeAate archbyſſhoppe 
of Lanturbury, made agaynſt the comen 
Ds cuſtome 
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cuſtome of the realme foꝛ tithe of wood: 
aboue.xx.yere not to be payde / vohiche 
cuſtome woas confermed by the ſtatute 
made in the.xly.yere of kynge. E. the.itj. 
that is commenly called te ſtatute of 
Silua cedua: By reaſon of whiche de⸗ 
cree great (utes, variances, and expenſes 
haue enſued and wyll enſue, if it be ſuffe- 
red. Wherfoꝛe the ſayde eſtatute wolde 
be thꝛoughly ſene: And if it be good, 
than not to ſuffre any decree to ſtonde 
ageynſt it, and elles clerely to bꝛeake it. 

Other lyke la woes be the lawes that be 
made by. the churche / that executours 
ſhall not, yppon payne of curſynge / ad- 
minyſtre / tyll they aue pꝛoued the te- 
ſtament: where the lawoe of the realme 
is that they may: ⁊ ſo reaſon wold that, 
they ſhulde be: foꝛ els the goodes of the 
teſtatour might be embeſelled ⁊̃ loſte fo 
euer. And that lay me may not put cler- 
kes to anſwer befoꝛe the,ſpecially in cri- 
minal cauſes. And foꝛ the ſtregth of tho 
lawes many ſpirituall me aue repoꝛted 
opely / ⁊ that ſomtime in open ſermons / 
that ſuch putting to anſwer of pꝛiſtes be 
fozelay men is pzohibited by the law 2 
Fod, 
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god,voherypon me thynketh are greatly 
to be notcd theſe poyntes, that is to ſay, 
that if it be as they ſay, that it is ayenſt 
the lawoe of god, that than great defaute 
is in them, that they haue done no moꝛe 
to refourme it than they haue done / foꝛ 
cleryng the conſciẽce of ſo many people, 
as than daily offend therby. And if it be 
not as they ſay/tꝑan they maynteyne an 
vntruth, which is a great offence in men 
of ſuch grauite ⁊ pfectiõ as they be. And 
they alſo be therby boũden to reſtitution 
to the tempoꝛall pꝛincis, which ought to 
haue they2 fynes ⁊ amerciamentes vpon 
ſuch ſutes,as ſhulde be taken ageinſt pꝛi- 
ſtes in they2 courtes: wherof they be ma 
ny tymes excluded by reſon of the ſayde 
pꝛetenſed pꝛiuilege. And if it coulde be 
ſufficiently pꝛoued, that it is ayenſte the 
la we of god / to put pꝛiſtes to anſwer be 
foꝛe lay men: than degradynge of them 
coulde not helpe : Foz not withſtanding 
the diſgradyng, the caracter abydeth / 7 
ſo he is a pꝛieſt ſtyll, as he was befoꝛe. 
And J ſuppoſe veryly / that if it coulde 
haue ben ſufficietly pꝛoued, to be ageynſt 
the lawe of god, the kynges PR 
Wolde 
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wolde in tyme paſte haue aſſented to it. 
And that the kynges grace and all his 
realme, wolde with good woyll alſo con- 
foꝛme them ſelf to it, but that was neuer 
ſufficicntly pꝛoued / as farre as J haue 
garde. And to that that fome ſpirituall 
men ſaye, that it is an auncient cuſtome / 
and a cuſtome appꝛoued / that pꝛieſtes 
in felonies, murthcrs, and treſons ſuld 
not be putte to anſwere befoꝛe laye men, 
and that by reaſon of that olde cuſtome / 
they oughte to be pꝛiuileged in that be- 
halfe, though it can not be ꝓued direct- 
ly by the lawe of god: to that it may be 
anſwered that there was neuer yet ſu- 
che cuſtome in this realme ap: oued. Foꝛ 
pꝛeſtes haue ben arayned alvoay for tre- 
1on and felony befoze the kynges Juſty- 
ces. And fo: treſon it hath ben ſene, that 
they haue ben put in execution, as it ap- 
percth by a compleynt made by the cler- 
gye in the parlyament holden in the.xxy. 
yere of kynge Edwarde the thyꝛde pꝛo 
Llero, where the clergie complayned, 
. that pꝛieſtes, monkes /7 religious were 
contrary to the liberties of the churche 
(as they ſayd) put to dethe ; and Yppon 
that 


A TRETIS E. 51 


that complaynt it was enacted, that all 
maner clerkes / as well ſecular as religy- 
ous, that ſhulde fro tens fozthe be con- 
uicte befoꝛe any Juſtice ſccular, foꝛ any 
maner of treſon oꝛ fcloni-touching other 
pcrſons than the kynge 02 his royal ma- 
ieſtie / ſhulde haue fro thcns forthe freely 
the pꝛiuilege of holye churche, and be 
without lette 02 delaye delyuered to the 
oꝛdinarie / them demaũdynge. And it ſe- 
meth that by that terme, Llerke, in that 
ſtatute pꝛo Elero, is ynderitonde as wel 
clerkes that be within oꝛders as clerkes 
that can rede as clerkes / and yet be not 
within oꝛders / fot they ſhall haue theyꝛ 
clergie in petite treaſon / vohiche be com- 
menly taken to be ſuche treaſons / as be 
recited in the later ende of the declaraciõ 
of trealon / made in the ſayde. rxv. yecre 
of Ed. the.iii.voherof the cſchete belon- 
geth to the loꝛdes of the fee. But in the 
other treaſons, that be recited in the ſaid 
Declaration, voherof the foꝛfayture is 
onely to the kynge : none ſhall haue his 
clergy by the common lawe / clerke with 
in oꝛders noꝛ lay man, that can rede, ne 
there is not any remedy pꝛouided ſoꝛ no 
| maner 
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maner of clcrkes in tho treſons. Foꝛ they 
touch the kynge and his royall maieſtie. 
And therfoꝛe they be excepted in the ſaid 
ſtatute p Clero / as befoꝛe appereth / and 
be cõenly called high treſons:and of that 
nature of treaſon is nowe voa ſſging, clip 
pinge / © filinge of money: foꝛ the ſtatute 
made ano. ij. D. v. is that it ſhalbe treſon 
to the kynge ⁊ to the realme. And ther- 
foꝛe no clerke can there haue his clergy. 
¶ And hcre j wolde moue a lytell far- 
ther / that if a clerke within oꝛdres bꝛen 
4 houſe bycauſe he hadde not certaync 
money layde in a ſecrete place, as he ap- 
poynted by a byll: vohether he ſhal haue 

his pꝛyuy lege: foꝛ the ſtatute made in 
that caſe, is that ſuche bꝛennynge ſhall 
be hyghe treaſon. And yet the foꝛfeit ure 
is gyuen to the loꝛdes of the fee.⁊c. And 
the ſayd ſtatute is anno.viii. D. vi.ca.vi. 
And ſithe it is haute treaſon / many men 
ſuppoſeñ t hat he ſhall not haue his cler- 
gy: but J commytte that to other / that 
Ivſte to treate farthcr of that matter.: 
But foꝛ counterfaytynge and foꝛgynge 
the coyne of an other realme / J ſuppoſe 
9 clcrke ſhulde not be put in execution ud 
ae 
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he woyll aſke his pꝛiuilege. Foꝛ the ſta- 
tute is no mote, but that it ſhall be treg- 
ſon / and ſayeth not that it ſhall be trea- 
ſon to the kynge and to the realme / as 
the othcr ſtatute dothe . And therfoze J 
ſuppoſe / that by the ſayd ſtatute pꝛo cle- 
ro he ſhal aue his clergy. yet neuer the 
leſſe that ſtatute pꝛo clero in one poynte 
declarcth the commen lavoc to be moꝛe 
ſtrayter agaynſte the pꝛiuilege of clergy, 
than many men take it to be: and that is 
in this poynt . If a cterkeſtele any of the 
kynges goodes, that he ſhall not have 
the pꝛiuilege of his clergie . Foꝛ the ſayd 
ſtatute is / that he ſhall haue his clergye 
in treaſon 02 felony concernynge other 
perſons than the kynge 02 his royall ma 
ieſtie. And therfoꝛe foꝛ felony concerning 
the kynge ſelfe, it ſemeth that a clerke 
at the comen lawe ſhulde not haue had 
the puilege of his clergie: but that J re- 
myt to other-that be lerned in the lawes 
of the realme. And I haue ſpoke the fer- 
ther of theſe mat ters / becauſe as me ſe- 
meth/it were ryght cxpedient / that ſpi- 
rituall men ſhuld knowe them, © ſuch o- 
ther gs moſt ſpecially pteine ynto them, 
| moꝛe 
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mote perfytely than they haue done in 
tyme paſt: and moꝛe rather to coueyte 
to haue the true vnderſtonding of them, 
than to repoꝛt / that the makers of them 
offcnded in the makinge, ſpecially ſeinge 
that they were made by the kyng / with 
the aſſent of all the loꝛdes ſpirituall and 
tempoꝛall / 4 of the commens, and ſome 
of them at the ſpecial requeſt and peticiõ 

of the ſpiritualtic . 
¶ And here me thynketh I myght ſaye 
a lyttell farther in this matter, and that 
(as it is lyke) the trouth wyl pꝛoue, that 
is to ſay: that as longe as the iuryſdyc- 
tions ſpirituall and tempoꝛall be ſuffred 
to ſtande in ſuche caſe as they do nowe, 
that tempoꝛall men ſhall ſay / that ſpiri⸗ 
tuall men make lawes, that they haue 
none auctoꝛite to make, and that ſpirie 
tuall men ſhall ſaye, that tempoꝛall men 
make la wes / that be agaynſt the libertie 
of the churche- wherfoze they be accur- 
ſed, and no other oꝛder taken to haue it 
knowen / vohat is the libcrtie of the chur 
che / and what not/than is yet taken: Jt 
wyll be longe er this diviſion wyll be 
fully appeaſed. Than to retourne be 
| | te 
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the pꝛiuileges of clerkes. The trouthe 
is , that yet clerkes within oꝛders be 
more fauoured than clerkes that be not 
within oꝛders. For if a pꝛeeſt be arrays 
ned of felony,and confeſſeth the felonye, 
02 is founde gyltie / and than he ptayeth 
the benefyte of his pꝛiuilege, and ſhe- 
veth the letters of his oꝛders: in that 
eas the iudges woll nat compell hym to 
rede. Fo: fithe the churche hath admit- 
ted hym to o2ders , the lawe pꝛeſumeth 
that he can rede as fſany men (aye . And 
ouer thatif a pꝛeeſt wolde wylfully foꝛ- 
fake his pꝛiuilege, and confeſſe the felony 
and becomme a pꝛouour: yet if the oꝛ- 
dinarie wyll aſ ke hym as a membꝛe of 
the churche , and ſhevve the letters of 
his oꝛders, he ſhall haue hym , and that 
is by the ſtatute called articuli cleri. For 

befoꝛe that ſtatute he ſhulde haue bene 

compelled to haue done battayle, if the 

appꝛouee wolde haue waged hit. And 

alſo if a pꝛeſte / after that he hath confeſ- 

ſed the felony- oꝛ after that he is founde 

gyltie / voyll pzay his clergie, and after of 
wylfulnes he voyl renoũce his pꝛiuilege: 

yet if the oꝛdinarye wyll os wa — 
Lite q 
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ſhall haue hym : and that is by the com- 
men lawe . But in this matter git is a 
doubte to many men / whether it ſuffy- 
ſcth to the oꝛdinary only to afferme, that 
he is a pꝛeſte / and ſo to aſ ke him: 02 that 
he muſte ſhewe the letters of his oꝛders. 
And J ſuppoſe, that it is ſufficientafhe af 
fyrme / that he is within oꝛdres, though 
he ſhe vo not the letters of his oꝛders, noꝛ 
yet the regeſtryng of them. And that ſe- 
mcth by the ſtatute of an. iiij. D. vij. ca. 
xuj vohere it appereſh, that the Lertifi- 
cat of the oꝛdinarie / that he is within 
oꝛders, ſhulde ſuflyce. And if his certi- 
ficat ſhulde ſuffice / than it ſcmeth that 
his ſayeng in his owne perſone / that the 
other is a clerke, ſhulde ſuſſice. 

¶ And in the ſtatute made anno. xxiij. 
Henrici octgui . ca. i. hit appereth, that 
clerkes vaithin holy oꝛders, hauc greats 
ter pꝛiuilege, concernynge theyꝛ clergie, 
than clerkes / that be not within oꝛdres. 
But neuer theleſſe I leue that matter to 
the determination of other. | 

¶ But admitte / that there had ben ſuch 
ꝗ cuſtome receyued and admitted in the 


realme, that pꝛeeſtes ſhulde not be put to 


gun⸗ 
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gunſwere before lay men, and that than 
this queition were aſked, vohether the 
porly ament myght bꝛeake that cuſtome? 

o that queſtion (as it ſemeth) it maye 
be aunſwered tus: That if that cu- 
ſtome turne into an occaſyon and bolde- 
nes of thefte and murder / and other like 
thynges agaynſt the kynges peace, and 
that as well in many ſperitualle men as 
in tẽpoꝛall men by exãple of ſpiritual me/ 
whiche by reaſon of that pꝛiuilege take a 
boldnes to offend: It were not only a lau 
ful dede to bꝛeke that cuſtom/but a right 
good ⁊ meritoꝛious dede to do it, and a 
dede that the kynge is bounde to at his 
coꝛonacion. Foz he is ſwooꝛne to mayn- 
teigne the good cuſtomes of his realme 
and to bꝛeake the cuyll. And ſure hit is, 
that all cuſtomes that be agaynſte his 
peace / be:cuyllzas this ſhulde be / if that 
effccte ſhulde folowe of it, as befoze ap- 
pereth. And that the kynge is ſpecyallye 
bounde by his lawes to aduoyde all 
thynge,that may be a lette to his peace/ 
it appereth by the ſtatute that is called 
ſtatutũ de defentione armoꝛũ, where it is 
ſayd amõge other thynges thus, Zo the 

| E ꝛ kynge 
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kynge it appertayneth by his royall ſeig- 
noꝛy to defende ſtrongly all armes, and 
all other foꝛce agaynſt his peace as ofte 
as ſhall pleaſe hym . And that he maye 
puny ſſhe them that do agaynſt his peace 
after the lawoes and cuſtomes of his re- 
alme. And that all his loꝛdes ſpyꝛytuall 
and tempoꝛall are bounde to ayde hym 
therin as theyꝛ ſouerayne loꝛde. And 
ſyth murders and felonyes are ſpecially 
agaynſt the kynges peace: therfoꝛe the 
ſayd cuſtome ſhuld be agaynſt his peace / 
if ſuch effecte ſhulde folowe of it / as be⸗ 
foze appereth. W herfoꝛe it ſemeth, that 
he ſhuld than haue auctoꝛitie in his par- 
lyamente to bꝛeake that cuſtome / as a 
thynge agaynſt the peace and quyetenes 
of his people. And he that hath aucto- 
ritie to aduoyde ſuche thynges as bꝛeke 
his peace/hath alſo auctoꝛitie to pꝛeuent 
and deuoyde ſuche thynges , as maye 
gyue occaſion to the bꝛeking of his peace, 
as that cuſtome ſhulde do / if the ſayde 
effecte ſhulde folowe of it. And certayne 
hit is / that it hurteth no moꝛe a good 
pꝛieſte / that an euyll pꝛeeſt is punyſſhed, 
than it hurteth a lay man /that he is — 
| nv. ſhe 


A TRETISE. 35 
ny ſſhed : ne no more than it hurtethe a 
good laye man 02 woman that an other 
is euyll and is punyſſhed foꝛ it. And I 
ſuppoſe verily, that this diuiſion wyl ne- 
uer be perfytely appeaſed, tylle pꝛeeſtes 
and religious wyll be as lothe to here of 
any defaute in a lay man 02 laye vooman 
as in a pꝛeſte oꝛ in a religious perſone. 
And that wyll neuer be as longe as the 
great confederacies and ſingularite con- 
tinueth amonge pꝛeeſtes and amonge re- 
ligious perſons, as it dothe novwe . The 
good lay men and women mult pacient- 
ly beare the euyll repoꝛte of ot2er laye 
men and women , that be of the ſame 
condicion as they be, and ſo they ſhalbe 
taught bi ſpiritual men / that they ought 
to do: but they wyl not do ſo them ſelfe. 
In ſo moche that I ſuppoſe veryly / that 
many a pꝛeeſte ⁊ religious wold grudge 
moꝛe ayenſt an euyll repoꝛte made of a 
pꝛeeſt 02 religious /that in dede were gyl- 
tie / in eben couetyſe / angre malyce, glo- 
c 


hery oꝛ ſuche other , than they 
e ayenſt a lyke euyll repoꝛt made 


to y 
vo 


of a laye manne oꝛ a laye woman / that 
were not gyltie. 
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¶ D yuers other lawoes there be, that be 
made by the churche, that many menne 
thynkethechurchc haddeno power to 
make: As it is, that no benefice ſhalbe let 
to a lay man, but a ſpirituall man be ioy- 
ned with gym: Oꝛ that it ſhall not be let 
gqbouc.iii.yeres. And alſo the conſtituti- 
on of a dimiſſion noble, and ſuche other, 
that were to longe to rehcrſe nowe. For 
theſe ſuffiſe to ſnevo / that by ſuch lawes 
made by the churche, thatthey had no 
powrr to make any lawe of, hathe ryſen 
one ipeciall cauſe of this diuiſion. 


C Another occaſion of this 
dyuyſion- 
The. xiij.Chapyter. 


ö Nother occaſion of this di- 
; I! uiſion hath ryſen by reaſon 
Mlof feyned viſitations / vſed 
in tymes paſte by oꝛdyna- 


ö WES, * 

e rycs and other, that ꝑaue 
hadde power to viſyte houſcs'of; pely- 
gion gnd churches in the contre: Fd 
there is a commen opinion in maner ynt- 
pcrſally ryſen amonge the people ps 
uche 


5 


ſuch viſitations / after the maner as they 
be vſed / do litel good, and rather encrece 
vice than vertue. And veryly the moꝛe 
pitie is / it ſemeth to be true as they ſay. 
Foꝛit is pled / that at ſuche viſitations / 
viſitours take of the houſes of religion 
that they viſyte, ſome certayne pency- 
on: And fo: viſitation of churches they 
haue of ſome certayne church, mete and 
dꝛynke / where they viſyte, and than they 
gather ſome certayne duetie of all the 
churches within certayne circute in that 
contrey. And neuer the les/4s the comen 
opinion gothe, comenly they refourme 
nothynge / but as they fynde it / ſo they 
leue it / and neyther comfort they vertue 
ne punyſſhe vice / but many tymes the 
contrarie, by ſome woꝛldely demeanour 
02 euylle example, that the people ſee in 
them. And thus vean the people have 
ſene, that offenders / as well ipiritualt as 
tempoꝛall / contynue after the vilitation, 
as they dydde before: they hane conie- 
ctured, that the oꝛdinaries and viſitoꝛs 
do viſite mote rather foꝛ theyꝛ pencions, 
than foꝛ any good oꝛder 02 reformation. 
And this, though a longe continuance/ 
E 4 hath 
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hath b:ought the people to iudge great 
couetice in ſuche yiſitours, vohiche com- 
menly be of the greatteſt rulers of the 
ſpiritualtie / wherby the people by lyt- 
tell and lyttell haue fallen in to a diſpꝛay⸗ 
ſinge of ſuch viſit ations / and into a mys- 
lykynge of theyꝛ rulers ſpirituall, and of 
ſuche pompe and woꝛldely behauour,as 
is ſhewed by them at ſuche viſitations. 
And than whan ſuche viſitours and (pi- 
rituall rulers: haue perceyued / that the 
people haue mishked they: viſitations, 
they haue dyſdayned it / and haue conti- 
nued ſtyll gs they dyd befoꝛe:and ſo hath 
the grudge betwene them contynued ſe⸗ 
cretely of longe tyme. And ſurely it is to 
be moche meruayled that viſitours wyll 
attempte to take at theyꝛ viſitations any 
pencion 02 impoſition of them that they 
viſite contrary to the good lawes that 
be made in the. vi. boke /ti. de ſenſibus. 
ca.romana / et exigit. Wherin great pe- 
nalties be ſet vppon them that take any 
penſion at they? viſitations / contrary to 
the ſay de la wes, as in the ſame doth aps 
pere. And but there be any ſecret diſpen- 
ſation in that behglfe; many be woods 

| | ded, 
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ded/that dayly miniſtre . And if there be 
any luche ſecrete diſpenſation, git is to 
doute, that the graunte therof pzoceded 
not of charite, but of ſome couetyſe and 
ſingularite: yf the very grounde therof 
were thꝛoughly ſerched , Wherfoꝛe hit 
wereryght expediem, that ſuche viſita- 
tions were ſet in ſuche 02acr, as well by 
ſpirituall authozite, as by tempoꝛal auc- 
toꝛite /that good men hereafter myght 
therby be comforted, and euyll men coꝛ⸗- 
rected ⁊ refourmed, to the good example 
of all other that ſhulde here of it. 


¶ An other cauſe of this 
dyuyſion. 
The. xiui. Chapiter. 


„ DT nother cauſe of the ſayd 
| AG dyuyſion hath ryſen by oc⸗ 
caſion of the great multy- 

l tude of lycences and diſpen 

= ſations / that haue benne 
made foꝛ money by popes and byſſhops 
in tyme paſte / contrary to dyuers good 
lawes made by the churche / as of plu- 
ralites ayenſt the lawe that no ms ſhulde 
E 5 haue 
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haue but one benefice , and of lycence to 
curates to be none reſident, of capacities 
to men of relygion / and that none ſhall 
take oꝛders ne be pꝛomoted afoꝛe a cer- 


tayne age / and ſuche other: vwhiche ly⸗ 


cences and diſpenſacions haue ben ſo ac- 
cuſtomablye graunted foꝛ money vwoith⸗ 
out cauſe reaſonable/that great inconue- 
nyences haue folowed vppon hit, to the 
great grudge , and murmour , and euyll 
example of all the pcople. 


¶ n other cauſe of the fgid 
dyuyſion. 


The. xv. Chapyter. 


Nother occaſyon of the 
ſayde diuiſion hath ryſen 
by a great laxnes and ly- 
EY berty of lyuyng / that the 
E >| people haue ſene in many 
religious men. For they ſay-that though 
religious men pꝛofeſſe obedience and po- 
uerty; yet many of them haue © wil haue 
their owne wil, with plenty a delicate fe 
dynge / in ſuche abundance that no obe- 
dyence noꝛ pouertie appereth in — 
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And therfoze many haue ſayde, and yet 
ſay to this day / that religous men haue 
the moſt pleaſant ⁊ delicate lyfe that any 
men haue. And truly if we bchold the ho 
lynes ⁊ bleſſed exãples of holy fathers , 
7 of many religious perſons, that haue 
bene in tyme paſt/ and of many religious 
perſons that be nowe tn theſe dayes: we 
ſhulde ſe ryght great diverſitie betwene 
them, ) trove (as for many of them) as 
great diuerſitie as is betvoene heuen and 
helle. And here, as it ſemetꝶ / myghte 
contientently reherſe the woꝛdes that be 
ſpoken in the firſt boke of the folowoyng 
of Lhaiſt- the. viii. chapyter, where hit 
ſpeaketh of the holy fathers that haue 
bene in religion in tyme paſt / and ſayeth 
thus. They ſerued our loꝛde / in hunger 
and in thurſte / in hete / and in colde, in na 
kednes, in labour / and in werynes / in vi⸗ 
pus and faſtynges, in pꝛayers, and in ho 
ye meditations, in perſecutions, and in 
many repꝛoſſes. They refuſed honours 
here in thts lyſe / that they might alway 
haue them in the euerlaſting life. O hovo 
ſtrayt and ho woe abiecte a lyfe led the ho 
iy fathers in wyldernes ? howe greuous 
tempta⸗ 
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temptations they ſuffred 2 howe fyerſly 
they were with they2 gooſtly ennemyes 
aſſayled? howe feruent pꝛayer they day- 
ly offered to god? what rigoꝛous abſti- 
nence they vſedẽhowe great zele and fer- 
your they had to ſpirituall pꝛoſite? how 
ſtronge bataylle agaynſte all ſynne ? And 
howe pure and holle entent they hadde 
to god in al they2 dedes? on the day they 
laboured / and on the night they pꝛayed. 
And though they laboured on the daye 
bodily, yet they prayed in mynde/and ſo 
they ſpent they2 tyme alwaye frutefully / 
and thought euerye houre ſhot : foꝛ the 
ſeruyce of god / and foꝛ the great ſwete- 
nes that they hadde in heucnly contem- 
plation , they foꝛgette ofte tymes theyꝛ 
bodily refection. All ryches/ honour-di- 
gnities, kynneſmen, and frendes they re- 
nounced foꝛ the loue of god. They couc- 
ted to haue nothynge of the woꝛlde / ſo 
that ſcarſely they wolde take that was 
neceſſarye foꝛ the bodylye kynde. They 
were pooꝛe in worldly 122 but they 
were ryche in grace and vertues. They 


were nedy outwardely / but inwardely 
they were replenyſſhed with grace and 
ghoſtly 
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gooſtly comfoꝛtes. To the woꝛlde they 
were alyens and ſtraungers, but to god 
they were ryghte deere and familyar 
frendes. In the ſyght of the loꝛde and 
in they2 ovone ſighte they were vile and 
abiecte / but in the ſyght of god and of his 
ſaynctes they were pꝛecious and ſyngus 
larly electe. In them ſhone all perfection 
of vertue/trewe mekenes / ſymple obedi- 
ence- charitie / and pacience / with other 
like vertues and gracious giftes of god. 
Wherfoꝛe they pꝛofyted _— in ſpirite, 
and opteyned great grace of god . They 
be leſte as an exaumple to all relygious 
perſons / and moꝛe oughte they? exam- 


ples to ſtere them to deuocion\ and to 


pꝛofite moꝛe and mote in vertue and grace 
than the great multitude of diſſolute and 
ydle perſons ſhulde any thynge dꝛawe 
them abacke. O what feruoure was in 
religious perſons at the begynnynge of 
they: religion ? Mhat deuocion in pꝛay- 
ers / what zele to vertue / what loue to 
gooſtly diſcipline / and what reuerence 
and meke obedience flouryſſhed in them 
vnder the rule of theyꝛ ſuperiour ? true 
ly they: dedes yet bere witnes, that they 

Were 
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were holy and perfite / that ſo myghtly 
ſubdued the woꝛlde / and thꝛuſt it vnder 
fore. Thus farre gothe the ſayde chapi- 
ter. But the mote pitie is, moſt men ſay, 
that nowe a dayes many religious men 
wyl rather folow they2 owone wyl, than 
the wyll of theyꝛ ſuperiour / and that 
they wyll neyther haue hunger nother 
thyꝛſte, heate, noꝛ colde, ngkednes, ves 
rines, noꝛ labour: but riches, honour, di- 
gnities / frendes, and woꝛldely acqueyn- 
tance / attendaunce of ſeruauntes at theyz 
cõmaundementes, pleaſures, diſpoꝛtes, 
and that moꝛe liberally than tempoꝛall 
men haue. Thus are they fallen ( ſaye 
they ) fro the true religion: voherby he 
deuotion of the people is in maner fal- 
len fro them. *INeuertheles ] doute not, 
but there be many ryght good and ver- 
tuous religious perſones, god foꝛbede it 
ſhulde be other wyſe: but hit is ſayde / 
that there be many yuell / and that in ſu- 
che multitude / that they, that be good, 
can not / 02 woyll not / ſe them refourmed. 
And one great cauſe that letteth refour- 
mation in this behalfe / is this: If the 
moſte diſſolute perſone in all the cons 

haltie 
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naltie, and that lyueth moſte openly a- 
geynſte the rules of the religion, can vſe 
this policie, to extolle his religion aboue 
other, and diſpꝛeyſe other religions, foꝛ 
that they be not of ſuche perfection / as 
they: religion is; anone he ſhall be called 
a good feryent bzother / and one that be- 
reth vp the religion, and ſhalbe therfoꝛe 
the moꝛe lightly ſoꝛboꝛne in his offences. 
Where the troutheis / that the religion 
maynteyneth hym and bearcthe vppe 
hym, and not he the religion. For hit 
bath lyttellnede of hym . And thoughe 
many be good / and lyue a ryghte good 
and laudable lyfe, after the ſtatutes and 
oꝛder there vſed: yet in that poynt, to 
extolle theyꝛ religyon aboue other / and 
to take parte with them, that doo ſo, 
though they knowe / that they that ſo 
extoll it / kepe not the religion them felfe, 
fewe be without offence / and truly that 
is a greatte defaute, foꝛ hit gyucthe a 
greatte boldenes to offenders / and diſ- 
courageth them, that be good, vhanne 
they ſe themthat. mooſte lyue agaynſte 
their religion / be ſo maynteygned and 
commended, 

An 
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C An other thing that.hath cauſed ma. 
ny people to mislike religion, hath bene 
the great extremitie, that hath ben many 
tymes ſene at elections of abottes / pꝛi- 
ours / and ſuche other ſoueraygnes ſpi- 
rituall. And this is a generall grounde, 
that vohan religious men perceyue / that 
the people myslike them, they in they? 
hartes withdrawe they: fauour and de- 
uocion agayne fro them: And ſo hathe 
charitie voared colde betvoene them . 
And verylye J ſuppoſe , that hit were 
better; that there ſhulde no abbotte 02 
pꝛiour hereafter contynue ouer certayne 
yeres that ſhuld be appointed by aucto- 
rite of the rulers, than to haue ſuch extre 
mites at elections, as haue bene vſed in 
time paſt in many places. 
¶ And veryly (as me ſemeth) one thing 
wolde do great good concernynge relys 
gions / and all religious perſones / and 
that is this: that the rules and conſtitu- 
tions of religion, were ſene and wol con- 
ſidered / whether the rygour and ſtrayts 
nes of them may be borne nowe in theſe 
vayes, as they were at the beginnyng of 
the relygions , Foz the people be nowoe 
| moꝛe 
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mote weyke / as to the multitude / than 
they were than . And if it be thoughte / 
that they maye not be nowe kepte: that 
than ſuche relaxacions and interpꝛetati- 
ons of they: rules be made, as ſhall be 

thought by the rulers expedient : Foz 
better it is to haue an eaſy rule wel kept, 
than a ſtrayte rule bzoken withoute coꝛ- 
rection: Foꝛ therof foloweth a boldnes 

to oſſende / a quyet gert in a euyll conſcy- 
ence: a cuſtome in ſynne / with many e⸗ 
uyll examples ynto the people: voherby 
many haue founde defaut at all religion, 
where they ſhulde rather haue founde 
defaut at dyuers abuſions agaynſte the 
true religion: Foꝛ certayne it is / that re- 
ligions were firſt made by holy fathers, 
by the inſtincte of the holy ghoſte , kepe 
them who ſo may. 


The concluſyon of this lyt- 
tell treatiſe. 


The. xvi. Chapite r. 
F Sith 


nygh as he can / to haue that ʒcle: And if 
he may thꝛough grace come therynto it 
ſhall inſtructe hym in many thynges / 
hovec he ſhall bchauc gym ſelfe anenſte 
this ncyghbour. And fyꝛſt it ſhall teache 
gym, that he ſhall take hedc, that Re do 
nothynge, that myght gyue occaſion y1;s 
to his neyghbour to offende. And I yns 
derſtonde not therby that he ſhall oncly 
take hcde, that he doo none cuyll dede, 
voherby his ney ghbour maye take occas 
ſion to offende, vohiche in latyne is cals 
led offcndiculnmy that is to ſay, an occas 
ſyon to oſſende: but I meane alſo, that 
he ſhall take hede / that his ney ghbour 
take nonc occaſion to oſſende by no dede 
that he ſhall do / though hit be good, as 
gyuyng of almes, oꝛ buz ldynge of churs 
ches/oꝛ ſuch othcr : vohuch if the people 
iuged to be done of pꝛyde ⁊ vaine gloꝛy, 
muſte be leſte foꝛ a ty me fot hurtynge of 
them that be of that opinion, tylle they 
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Ill doth, it is d that euer 
W oth, it is good that euery 


man diſpoſe hym lelfe / as 


maye 
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may be inſtructed of the intente of the 
dede. And if they woyll in no wyſe be re⸗ 
fourmcd-than bycauſe hit ſemeth to be 
of malice as was in the phariſcis : their 
iudgement may be diſpyled, ⁊ the good 
dede contynued. 
C Alſo where trouth ſhulde peryſſhe, if 
the good dede ſhulde be omytted, there 
a good dede is not to be omytted. And 
accoꝛdynge to that is ſayde befoꝛe / the 
bleſſed apoſtell ſaynte Paule, of a great 
zele that he hadde to the people ſayde: : 
If eatynge of fleſſhe ſhulde hurte my 
neyghbour / J wolde neuer eate fieſſhe. 
And therfoꝛe in the ſayd chapiter he mo 
nyſſhed all them, that wolde eate mete, 
that was offered to ydolles befoꝛe them 
that were newly conuerted of the gen- 
tyles / and that were yet but weke in the 
faythe : that they ſhulde beware, that 
though they knewe, that they myghte 
laufully do as they dydde, that yet they 
ſhuld take hcde-that theyꝛ brother were 
not offended therby . And in all that 
chapiter the holy apoſtel treateth mock 
that it is good to euery man to beware, 


that thꝛough his dede he gyue no occa- 
5 2 ſion 
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ſion to his bzother to offende. And I be- 
ſeche almyghty god / that euery manne / 


but moſte ſpecially our loꝛdes and may- 
ſters ſpirituall / maye hereafter endeuoꝛ 


them ſelfe to kepe wel this poynt, that is 
to ſay, that they do nothyng to gyue the 


people occaſion to offend : and ouer that/ 
that they maye diligentely inſtructe the 


vnlerned people to the knowlege of the 
trouthe , and to ſtable them as well by 
doctryne as by good example, all ſyngu- 
larite ſette aparte. And foꝛ as moche 
as doctryne and good example perteyne 
moſte ſpecially to pꝛelates and ſpirituall 
rulers / therfoꝛe I ſhall bꝛefely recite cer- 
tayne auctoꝛities / that ſhall ſome what 
moue them to haue a zele and loue vnto 
the people. And alſo to be pyteous vnto 
them: And foꝛ ſhoꝛtenes JJ ſhall omytte 
foꝛ this tyme to ſhevve by whome the 
ſayd auctoꝛities were ſpoken, beſechyng 
the reders to take Rede to the woꝛdes 
that be ſpoken / thoughe hit appere not 
who ſpeke them. 
C Fyiſt J fynde divers auctoꝛities that 
ſaye thus: It is expedient, that pꝛelates 
ſtudy moꝛe to pꝛofyte the n to 
aue 
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haue pteeminence ouer the people. 
C Alſo I fynde voꝛytten / that thoughe 
puniſhment may not holly be omytted, 
that yet it pzofyteth moche / that hit be 
ſometyme deferred. 
¶ Alſo that it behoueth neceſſarily/that 
he that gathe rule ouer other, bꝛenne e- 
uer in a quycke lyuely zele to the helth of 
theyꝛ ſoules / that he hath rule of: And 
that cls he ſhall lytell pꝛofyte vnto them. 
And therfoze he couetcth yndiſcretely to 
Baue rule ouer them / that he ſtudyeth 
not to p2ofite ynto . And therfoze this is 
ſayde ſpecially to pꝛelates and to other 
that haue rule ouer the people: Rule ye, 
to foꝛeſee the perylles and daungers of 
them that ye haue rule of to counſaylle 
them to pꝛocure their helth,and to ſerue 
and to pꝛofite to other, as good faythful 
and voyſe ſeruantes, vohome our loꝛde 
hath oꝛdeyned ouer his houſeholde. 
Plante ye vertue in them by holſomme 
doctryne / water it by good example, and 
helpe them with your pꝛayour / and tha 
haue ye done that perteineth to you and 
our loꝛde ſhall well gyue encrece of gro- 
wynge, wan git ſhall yo” e hymn — 
5 tat 
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that parauenture there as after mannes 
iugement was farre ynlyke . Theſe thꝛe 
thynges therſoze be very neceſſary / do⸗ 


ctryne, example, and pꝛayour, but the 


greatteſt of them is pzayour . It is al- 
ſo ſaid to the pꝛelates thus: Rnowe ye, 
that ye oughte to be as mothers to the 
people /and not as loꝛdes / and ye ought 
to ſtudye, rather to be belouede than 
dꝛed: and if it be neceſſary ſome tyme to 
haue correction, that it be a fatheꝛly coꝛ⸗- 
rection / and not as it were of a tyꝛaunte / 
and ſhow your ſelfe as mothers in noriſ- 
ſhynge of the people, and as fathers in 
coꝛrectyng them. Be meke/put away all 
fierſnes / foꝛbere betyng / c ſpeke vnto the 
people faire ⁊ ſobꝛe woꝛdes: and ſet not 
your yock to greuouſly vpon th / whoſe 
burdeins ye ought rather to bere. If ye 
be ſpiritual inſtruct the people in the ſpi⸗ 
rite of ſoftnes, ⁊ let eucry man conſidre 
hym ſelfe well / leeſt that he may be alſo 
tempted. He that is a mother dyſſe- 
muleth not, he can ioye with them that 
ioye /wepe with them that wepe / and he 
wylle not ceaſſe to thꝛuſte oute of the 
beſte of compaſſion the milke of conſola 
tion. 
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tion. He takcth hede / if ge can perceyue 
any mi, that is vexed with any gret tẽp- 
tacion oꝛ trouble, ⁊ that is heuy I woeike 
ther voith: And if he finde any ſuch, with 
him hc ſoꝛovocth/him louingly he entrees 
tcath / hym he coforteth fyndeth anon 
many argumentes of pitye and truſte / 
wherwitn he rciſcth hym vp agayne to 
comfort of ſpirite. And if he kno we any 
that is pꝛompte, quicke, and well pꝛoſi- 
tynge in grace, he ioyet with gym / he 
gyucth hym many holſome counſaylcs, 
and kindeleth gym; and inſtructeth him 
all that he can to perceuer and ptolyte e- 
uer fro better to better, he confoꝛmeth 
hym ſelſe to euery man, he tozncth the 
affections of all men vnto hym ſelfe in all 
goodnes,and pꝛoueth him ſelfe verily to 
be a mother, as well of tem that be of- 
fenders / as of them that pꝛofite in gra- 
ce: And asa true leche he tcketh as well 
them that be ſycke as them that be hole / 
all this he doth thꝛough the giſt of pi⸗ 
tie / ⁊ of a ʒele/that he hath to the helth of 
their ſoules. Alſo a good diligent ſhepe- 
herd ncuer ceſſetꝶ to fede his flocke with 
good leſſons ⁊ examples, that with his 

| F 4 ovone 


A TRETISE 
owne example rather than with other 
mennes. Fo: if he fede them with other 
mens examples, and not with his ovone/ 
hit is but a rebuke vnto hym / and his 
flocke ſhall not pꝛofyte moche. therby. 
Foꝛ if a pꝛelate wyll ſhewe vnto the peo 
ple the ſobꝛenes of Ooyſes / the pacience 
df Job the mercy of Samuell, the holy- 
nes of Dauid, and ſuche other examples 
bf bleſſed men: and he hym ſelfe be vn⸗ 
mcke, vnpacient, vnmercyfulle, and not 
holy, it is to fere, that all thoſe examples 
ſhall lytell pofite. And therfoze pꝛelates 
that in tyme paſſed haue bene the verye 
trewe ſhepchcrdes/ though they hadde 
they2 bodycs here of the erth, yet neuer 
the leſſe they fed the flockes of our loꝛde 
to them commytted with hcuenly fode, 
and vſed not to pzeache to them they? 
ovone wylle, but the voylle of god. And 
one man ſayth of pꝛelates this : Whan 
I ( ſaythe he) beholde the heyght of the 
honour of pelacy , foꝛthewith I dꝛede 
the peryll and daunger of it. And whan 
conſidre the degree, I dꝛede the ruine. 
J conſydre the heyghte of the dignitie, 
and j beholde fozthwith the * — | 
: . cue 
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Helle open euen at hande. Foꝛ there is | 
no doubte / but that they2 adminiſtration | 
is mote peryllous/ than is the miniitrg- 
tion of any other. But yet neuer the leſſe 
if they adminiſtꝛe wel / they ſhal get them 
ſelfe therby an hygh degree in heuen, and 
they ſhall receyue the greatter aboun- 
dance and mote full meaſure of peace fot 
they2 good trauayle foꝛ euer. And J be- 
ſcche almyghtye god to ſende theſe .tiit. 
thinges habundantly in to the woꝛlde / 
and that mooſte ſpecially amonge pꝛela- 
tes, and ſpirituall rulers, that is to ſaye, 
zele of ſoules, pitie , good doctrine, and 
deuout pꝛayour. And than vndoubtedly/ 
a newelyght of grace, and of tractabi- 
lytie, ſhall ſhoztely ſnewoe and ſhyne a- 
monge the people. 


Thus endeth this Treatyſe 
concernynge the diuiſion 
betwene the ſpiri⸗ 
tualtie ⁊ the 
tems 
poꝛalte. 
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vile that the dyuyſyon a- 
ene Among ſpyꝛytuall men them 
I 5 iclfe hath bene one cauſe of 

A las 2. the dyuy ſion / that is nowe 
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—_— bytwene the ſpyꝛytualtye 
and tempoꝛalty in this realme. 
- £ he firſte Chapiter. 
C That the omittynge of dyuers good 
lawes with certaine defautes and diſoꝛ- 
der in men of the church / which amonge 
other be recited and declared by Jhon 
Gerſon: haue bene an other occaſion of 
this diuyſion. 

The ſcconde Lhapiter. 


That certayne lawes made by the 


churche/voherin it is recited, quod laici 
ſunt clericis infeſti, that is to ſaye / that 


| laye men be cruell to clerkes: hath bene 


an other c4ule of this dyuyſion. 
The thyꝛde Chapiter. 


church foꝛ leyenge violent handes vpon 

clerkes / aue bene an other cauſe of this 

dyuyſion. The fourth a 
t 


¶ That the extreme lawes made by the | 
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¶ That the diſoꝛderynge of the gene⸗ 
rall ſentence hath bene an nother occaſi⸗ 
on of the ſayde diuiſion. 

The fyfte Chapyter. 

¶ That an other occaſion of this diuy- 
ſion hath partly ryſen by tempoꝛal men, 
though diſoꝛdrynge of they: chapleyns 
and chauntrye pꝛeeſtes. 

The ſyxte Chapiter. 

¶ That ſutes taken in the ſpiritual cour 
tes (ex oſſicio) haue ben an other occaſy⸗ 
on of this diuiſion. 

The ſeuenth Chapyter. 

¶ That though after the determination 
of doctours, a man is not an heretyke / 
foꝛ that only that he erreth, but foꝛ that 
he opinatyfely defendeth his errour,and 
that neuer the leſſe the ſpiritualtie / as a 
commen voyce gothe amonge the peo- 
ple, haue in tyme paſte punyſſhed many 
fo2 hereſie ypon lyght cauſes and offen- 
ces / whervpon many people haue grud- 
ged / and that grudgehath ben an other 
occaſion of this diuiſion. 

The eyghkt Chapiter. 
¶ That the parcialite that hathe benne 
ſhewed vpon ſutes taken in the ſpiritual 
courte 
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court by ſpirituall men, hath bene an no- 
ther cauſe of this diuiſion. | 
The nynthe Chapter. 
¶ That the extreme and couetous de- 
meanour of ſom curates with they2 pa- 
ryſſhens hath beue an other cauſe of this 
diuiſion. The tent Lhapiter. 
¶ That the grauntynge of pardons foz 
money, as it were to ſomme charitable 
vyſe, that hath not after folowed, hathe 
raiſed an other grudge amonge the peo- 
ple , whiche hath ben an other occaſion 
of this diviſion. 
£ helcuenth Capiter . 
C That the makynge of lawes by the 
churche vohiche they ad none auctoꝛite | 
to make, hath bene an other occaſion of 
this diuiſion. | 
The tweltke Lhapiter. | 
¶ That lacke of good viſitations hathz 
ben an other occaſion of this diuiſyon. 
The thyꝛtene Chapiter. 
¶ That the great multitude of lycences 
and diſpenſations made by ſpirituall ru- 
lers foꝛ money ypponlyghte ſuggeſtions 
hath ben an other cauſe of this diuiſion. 
The fourtene Lhapiter , 
That 
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¶ That the great larnes and woꝛldely 
pleaſures of religious perſons, voherby 
the people hath benne greatly offended, 
hath ben an other occaſion of this diuy- 
ſion, The fyftene Chapiter. 
¶ Than fo: a concluſion of this treatiſe 
it is ſomvohat touched, howe good it is 
to haue a ʒele of ſoules / and owe peril- 
lous it is to do any thyng, wherby they 
myght be hurted. And that if ʒele of ſou- 
les, pitie, good doctrine, ⁊ deuoute pꝛay- 
our, were abundauntly in this woꝛlde, 
mooſt ſpecially in pꝛelates and ſpirituall 
rulers: that than a newe lyght of grace 
and tractabilite, wolde ſhoztely ſhewe 
gnd ſhyne amonge the people, 

The. xvi.Chapiter. 


A Londini in edibus Thome Ber- 
theleti, pꝛope aquagium ſitis 
ſub interſignio Lucre 
cie Romane 
excuſ. 
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